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A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 


“Behold, to OBEY is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:22), 


OBEDIENCE has been the key word for 
Christian service ever since the pre-birth days 
of our Christ, while DISOBEDIENCE has been 
the root of the turmoil of the human race. 


The OBEDIENCE of Joseph and Mary 
brought them to the little town of Bethlehem 
that Christ might be born there in fulfillment 
of prophecy. The OBEDIENCE of Joseph and 
Mary led them to flee with the new-born babe 
into Egypt to escape the murderous intent of 
Herod. (Matt. 2:14, 15.) 


The OBEDIENCE of Jesus Christ led Him 
to die on the cross of Calvary for the atonement 
for the sins of everyone who will believe: “And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 


It has been the OBEDIENCE of Christian 
witnesses down through the centuries that has 
resulted in the salvation of every individual who 
has accepted Jesus Christ, for without knowl- 
edge-of Him there can be no salvation. “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on Him 
in whom they have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” (Rom. 10:13, 14.) 


It has been the DISOBEDIENCE of profess- 
ing Christians that has sent countless millions 
tnity. For these many mil- 
1 Christ was never born! 
Disobedience brought forth apathy. It is of this 
ing Communist leader 


spoke the following words: 


“How can anyone bedjeve in the supreme 
value of the gospel if you |do not practice it, if 
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Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio. 
I want to be OBEDIENT to C 


supply the needs I am enclosing herewith $ 
the year 1960. \ 
La 


it’s Great Commission. I will “adopt” ( 


. I will faithfully endeavor to contribute $ 


you do not.spread it, if you do not sacrifice time 
and money for it? Believe me, it is we who will 
win, for we believe in our Communist message, 


and we are ready to sacrifice everything, even § : 


our life, in order that social justice may pre 
vail. But you people are afraid to soil your 
hands!” 


It is DISOBEDIENCE to the Great Com- 
mission that has resulted in there being mor 
than six hundred thousand towns and villages 
in India into which the Gospel message has 
never yet been taken. The awful fact of past 
neglect is experienced in the words of one of 
the leading men in an India village immediately 
after hearing for the first time of the Christ: 
“I never knew that God had a Son! I never 
knew that Jesus Christ died for me! I never 
before heard of Christ! I never knew! I never 
knew!” ; 


Into thousands of these villages Christian vol- 
unteers are now going with the message of sal- 
vation under the Bible Meditation League's 
“Crusade for Christ.” These Christian workers 
have pledged to evangelize definite numbers of 
villages, some 25, some 72, some 175, another 
1,800, and on and on. Bibles, Testaments, Gos- 
pels, study material, and tracts costing approx- 
imately twenty-five dollars per village have been 
promised by the B.M.L., meeting the challenge 
of eighteen million dollars the Communists 
report they have spent in printing their poison- 
ous books for the villagers. 


You, dear Christian Yriend, are invited to 
“adopt” the literature need for as many vil- 
lages as possible at $25.00 per village. You may 
have the name/names of your village/villages 
if you so indicate on the attached coupon. 





) villages in India at $25.00 per village. To 
per month during 





Name. 








Street or R.F.D 








P.O. and State. \ 





] like to have the names of\the villages for which I am providing the scriptures and study material.) 
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we 
It Was by Night 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, ore watch over their 
fock by night” (Luke 2:8). 
It was by night the shepherds heard 
The angel voices sing, 
It was by night their hearts were 
stirred 
To seek the newborn King. 


It was by night they saw the star 
Shine down upon their way, 

And by that light they followed far 
To where the Christ Child lay. 


Shrink not from night. 
long 
The treasures of God’s grace: 
The star, the stable, and the song, 
The blessed Saviour’s face. 


To night be- 


The song recedes, the star grows dim, 
But He is always near. 

Who brings his darkness unto Him 
Has Christmas all the year. 


we 


The Summit Is Too Low 


Some are pinning their hopes on a 
“summit” conference. It has occupied 
headlines for a long time, and how much 
a part of the public’s thinking it has 
become was evident in this recent head- 


line in the Philadelphia Inquirer: 
“Minor Rows Irk Summit-Minded 
World.” The semihumorous article 


showed how such things as Castro’s an- 
tics, India vs. Communist China, and 
the steel strike were also taking their 
Place in the news and causing annoy- 








But the world is in trouble be- 
cause its “summit” is not high enough. 
It is looking hopefully toward the heads 
of nations for deliverance from its trou- 
bles instead of to the Sovereign of the 
world. He is the One of whom it is 


ance. 


written, “Wherefore God also ‘hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). God 
lamented over Israel, “Oh that my peo- 


ple had hearkened unto me, and Israel’ 


had walked in my ways! I should soon 
have subdued their enemies, and turned 
my hand against their adversaries” (Psa. 
81:13, 14). Though this was spoken of 


we 


the Jewish nation, yet doubtless God 
would fulfill this promise for the United 
States if it would corporately hear Him 
and walk in His ways. It is probably 
too much to expect that America as a 
nation will ever do this, but if all be- 
lievers in this country would really 
“hearken” unto God and walk in His~ 
ways in all things, even this minority 
might bring revival and stem the tides 
of lawlessness and unrest as well as 
keep missiles from landing within our 
boundaries. A handful of Christians 
may not be able to change the minds 
of national leaders, but through effec- 
tual, fervent prayer they can move the 
Arm that rules the world. It is all right 
to be “summit-minded” provided we 
are looking toward the right summit. 
Our Summit is far beyond the earth’s 
atmosphere and the starry heavens, and 
cannot be affected in any way by the 
wickedness of men on the earth or 
“spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
Let us be “summit-minded” as Paul 
was, who wrote, “If ye then be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God” (Col. 3:1); and, 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). 
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The Testimony of the Shepherds 


By Arthur Hedley 


OTH Matthew and Luke were di- 
B vinely inspired to record ‘several 

interesting and important inci- 
dents connected with the birth of 
Christ. Matthew tells of the visit of 
the Wise Men from the East seeking 
the Babe “that is born King of the 
Jews,” that they might pay worthy 
homage to Him (Matt. 2:1, 2). Luke 
records the visit of the shepherds to 
Bethlehem, to confirm the amazing an- 
nouncement made to them by the angel 
on that first Christmas morn. The two 
evangelists record something of great 
interest about the return home of those 
who came diligently looking for the 
newborn King. 

Of the Wise Men we are told “they 
departed into their own country another 
way” (Matt. 2:12). The cruel, cunning 
Herod, knowing the high expectations 
of the Jews when their Messiah should 
appear, was fearful of his own future 
on learning of the quest of the Wise 
Men. Seeing in the Messiah a rival to 
the throne, and possibly fearing death 
for his own misdeeds in the past, he 
planned to take swift action to destroy 
the holy Babe. Pretending to be pious, 
Herod commanded the Wise Men to re- 
turn and tell him just where the King 


of the Jews was born, that he might 
follow their example, and worship Him 
(Matt. 2:8). Often in Scripture we 
read of men of murderous intent who 
gained their end by professing to seek 
the good of their victims (see 2 Sam. 
15:7-9; Psa. 28:3; 55:21). The real in- 
tention of Herod was revealed to the 
Wise Men in a dream, and being God- 
fearing men they obeyed God rather 
than man. They frustrated Herod’s evil 
design by returning home “another 
way.” They lost no time in increasing 
the distance between them and the 
cruel, callous king in Jerusalem. Doubt- 
less they would be silent about their 
discovery in Bethlehem till they were 
well out of the reach of Herod. Seon 
Joseph was ‘also warned of Herod’s 
further plan, after the Wise Men had 
defeated his evil intention, and with 
Mary and the precious Babe they fled 
to Egypt (Matt. 2: 10-13). 

How different was the return of the 
humble, worshipful shepherds from 
Bethlehem! It was the amazing an- 
nouncement of the Saviour’s birth by 
the angels, and the strange sign given 
as a confirmation of the truth of their 
declaration, that moved the shepher 
to act in faith and in haste to 9» 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 
9:28). 

















“see this thing which is come to pass” 
(Luke 2:15). After seeing the Babe 
and now assured that they had really 
gazed upon Christ, their Redeemer and 
King, they returned home leisurely, in 
contrast to the haste with which they 
had journeyed to Bethlehem. They 
took every opportunity to tell others 
of all that had been told them by the 
angel, and of the angelic choir and 
their song. They would tell of the lowly 
birth of Jesus and how everything had 
been found exactly as foretold by the 
angel. All who heard their amazing 
story “wondered” at these things, and 
we would like to believe that, in later 
days, some saw in the crucified an 
risen Son of God their own personal 
Saviour as the result of their testi- 
mony. , 

The conduct of the shepherds on the 
birthday of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ should serve as an example to 
all believers as to our own conduct 
each returning Christmas Day. To them 
it was an occasion for thanksgiving. 
They returned “glorifying and praising 
God.” Behind all they had seen and 
heard there was the hand of God at 
work. It was He who had sent to them 
His holy angels, who had revealed the 
birth of Christ, the Saviour and Lord, 
and had given to them the glorious 
privilege of gazing with adoring won- 
der on the beautiful face of the Holy 
Babe. They had great cause for praise, 
and they would ever remember that 
day of days in their lives when God 
blessed them so wonderfully. They rec- 
ognized with deep gratitude that it 
was “the Lord” who “made known” to 
them this astounding event. 

Christmas Day should be one of grati- 
tude and praise. It should be so much 
more to us than it was for these shep- 
herds on the first Christmas morning. 
Te the true believer who rejoices in 
the joy of sins forgiven, in the new 
birth, Christmas reminds us that on 
that day nearly 2,000 years ago, God 
sent His “Son to be the Saviour of the 
world,” “that we might live through 
him” (1 John 4:14, 9). The remem- 
brance of the great and glorious bless- 
ings that are ours through Christ’s first 
advent should fill our hearts with won- 
der, love, and praise. Every week a 
great multitude, in many lands, gather 
around the Lord’s Table to remember 
His death “until he come” (1 Cor. 11: 
26). It should not be strange, there- 
fore, that once a year we _ specially 
remember His birth. The Incarnation 
is one of the indisputable facts of his- 
tory to the Christian mind—not indis- 

‘ttable only, but indispensable also. 

~n Christ was born, God’s great plan 
‘vation, “foreordained before the 
vn of the world” (1 Pet. 1:20), 
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was being fulfilled. “When the fulness 
of time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman” (Gal. 4:4). 
He “came into the world to save sin- 
ners” (1 Tim. 1:15), and this He 
achieved by “the ‘sacrifice of himself” 
(Heb. 9:26) “for our sins” (Gal. 1:4). 

The Virgin Birth of Christ fits finely 
into the fabric of the New Testament. 
Without it all the references of Christ 
to His pre-existence in Glory (John 
17:5), to His descent from Heaven 
(John 8:42; 13:3), to the words given 


to Him in Heaven by the Father to 


speak to men. (7:16-18), would be in- 
explicable. How fitting it is then that 
‘at Christmastide we should emulate the 
shepherds by rendering our tribute of 
praise to God for the revelation of His 
love in Christ Jesus, when through His 
tender mercy “the dayspring from on 
high” visited this earth to be “the light 
of the world” and to “guide our feet 
into the way of peace” Gate 1: 77-79; 
John 8:12). 

But the shepherds also — their 
testimony for Christ on His birth in 
Bethlehem. They couldn’t keep the 
glorious news to themselves. They felt 
under a sacred compulsion to tell their 
experience to others. With an eager 
enthusiasm they spake of the things 
“seen and heard” concerning Christ the 
Lord. What a desperate need for Chris- 
tian testimony at Christmastide, which 
tends more and more to become like a 
pagan festival, a time for excessive eat- 
ing and drinking, for amassing wealth, 
and when millions are entirely igno- 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


A Call to Prayer > 
on Watch Night 


The Great Commission Prayer League 
of Chicago, of which Dr. Ernest .Wads- 
worth is the director, has again issued 
a call for the observance of Watch Night, 
Thursday evening, December 31. 

The appeal, which is addressed to 
pastors, is as follows: 


Dear Pastor: 

We earnestly hope you will make 
godd use of the revival-promoting op- 
portunity afforded you on WATCH 
NIGHT. 

Assemble your officers, departmen- 
tal leaders, and workers, and the 
heads of families, and all praying 
Christians in your congregation on 
the last night of this year. 

To insure a really spiritual atmos- 
phere have a_ great Communion 
service. Then proceed with your 
thanksgiving, praise, and prayer peri- 
ods. You will find the people will be 
in a good frame of mind to pray con- 
siderately for the spiritual awaken- 
ing and revival so deeply needed in 
all of our churches. Contemplation 
of Christ as our Sin-bearer will solem- 
nize all hearts, and make them grate- 
ful for His love and conscious of 
their need of Him for life and god- 
liness. 

The state of the Church today 
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rant of the meaning and significance of 
Christmas. Chaplains who served dur. 
ing the two world wars were appalled 
at the ignorance of servicemen in re. 
spect to the meaning of the yearly 
Christian festivals. Many had only the 
vaguest ideas as to who Christ was. A 
good man was the usual answer, but 
when He was born, where He lived, 
few could say with any confidence. 

What an opportunity Christmas gives 
to Christian parents to tell -their chil- 
dren, in simple language, of the birth 
of the Lord Jesus and of its redemptive 
significance! Should we not bregk 
through our reserve and bear our glad 
testimony before our assembled friends 
at Christmastide of our experience of 
Christ? There is too little personal 
Christian testimony in our day. If 
Christ means everything to us, if He 
has really transformed our lives, how 
could we commemorate His birth better 
than by telling others what He has done 
for-us? Why are we so reticent to 
speak to others of Christ? Is it be- 
cause, unlike those Eastern shepherds, 
we have nothing to be enthusiastic 
about, that He means so little to us, 
that we know so little of His love, 
peace, joy, and power that we cannot 
speak from experience? If so, God 
grant that this Christmastide may be 
for us the beginning of a new life of 
devotion to the Lord Jesus; then wer 
shall be able to tell others out of a rich 
and full experience what Christ’s in- 
carnation, life, death, and resurrection 
mean to us. 


bd 


should be a matter of deep concern 
to all of us. There is a condition 
of Christian life prevalent that falls 
woefully short of the life spiritual, 
possible and actual, as revealed in 
the New Testament. All of our mem- 
bers need something fuller and richer 
than has yet. been experienced. The 
low form of current Christian life is 
not only dishonoring to the Lord but 
it is very dangerous and fruitless; 
yes, and a wretched sort of life with- 
out the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding. All who profess 
to love the Lord must either go for- 
ward with Him, or backslide from 
Him. It is forward or backward for 
all of us. We shall either become 
more spiritual or more carnal. 

If God has revealed to you, pastor, 
the secret of His more “excellent way” 
for yourself and your people, you 
want all of them to know Christ in 
richer fullness in experience. Watch 
Night affords for you undoubtedly 
your best opportunity to lead your 
people into this needed higher, nobler, 
richer, more fruitful life which means 
“life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). 


(Continued on page 943) ' 
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How it shows the grace of Christ 


8:9 tell us that the birth of “our 

Lord Jesus Christ” was a manifes- 
tation of His “grace.” He practically 
designates the incarnation of Christ as 
an act of pure “grace.” It is truly that 
“unspeakable gift” (9:15), freely given 
for our benefit. Paul, in 2 Corinthians 
8 and 9, is writing of the “grace” of 
Christian giving (2 Cor. 8:1, 6, 7), and is 
endeavoring to cultivate that grace in 
the Corinthian Christians. He makes 
one of his most cogent appeals for it 
by presenting the grace of Christ mani- 
fested by His incarnation. His words 
are: “For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be 
rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). It will be enrich- 
ing to us to meditate at this Christmas 
season on this “grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Observe therefore that 


I. “He Was Ric” 

1. It does not say that He became 
rich, but that He “was rich.” The 
Greek is even more expressive: it says, 
“being rich.” .It is the participle form 
of the verb “to be.” He always was 
rich; He remained rich up to the mo- 
ment of His incarnation, when He then 
“became poor.” He was rich in Him- 
self. He needed nothing to add to 
Himself; He was sufficient in Himself. 
He had “life in himself” (John 5:26). 

2. He was rich in the possession of 
eternal Godhead. The first chapter of 
the Letter to the Hebrews teaches that 
Christ was and is God. The theme of 
that chapter is “Christ is God.” 

3. He was rich in His equality with 
God. He Himself testified, “I and my 
Father are one” (John 10:30). The 
meaning there is, one in essence. And 
in Philippians 2:6 the teaching is, “Who 
[Christ Jesus], being [originally~ be- 
ing] in the form of God, thought it not 
Tobbery to be equal with God.” Yes, 
Christ was rich with eternal Godhead 
and with equality with God. 

4. He was rich in His possession of 
“glory” before the world was. He tes- 
tified of it Himself: “And now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the: glory which I had with 
thee before the world was” (John 17: 
5). No human mind can conceive of 
the wealth. and riches of that glory 
which was Christ’s, and whith He had 
with the Father in eternity. Yes, in- 
deed, “He was rich” with the glory of 
God the Father. 

5. He was rich in power and wisdom. 
Proverbs 8:22-31 is certainly a descrip- 
tion concerning Christ, the Wisdom of 
God—Christ before His intarnation. 
(Read it.) It is a characterization of 
His wisdom and power. “He was rich” 
in both. 

6. He was rich in the honor He. re- 


ir 
Te words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 
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‘The Incarnation 


ceived from the heavenly hosts. A 
glimpse of that honor is revealed to us 
in Isaiah 6. That prophet saw “the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the tem- 
ple. Above it stood the seraphims.... 
And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
The Apostle John interprets fér us that 
scene, and states that the person seen 
then by Isaiah was our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Quoting from Isaiah 6, John 
adds these significant words: “These 
things said Esaias, when he saw his 
glory, and spake of him.” (Read John 
12:37-41.) How rich Jesus was in hav- 
ing such honor and glory and majesty 
bestowed upon Him by the heavenly 
hosts! 

7. He was rich in His possession of 
Heaven and éarth. Psalm 50:10-12 be- 
longs to Him: “For every beast of the 
forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills. I know all the fowls of 
the mountains: and the wild beasts of 
the field are mine. If I were hungry, I 
would not tell thee: for the world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof.” Can 
one be in need who is that rich? Surely 
that Scripture must be considered when 
we interpret the statement of the apos- 
tle concerning Christ that He “was 
rich.” 


II. “He Became Poor” 


1. He became poor in His birth. It 
means that He willingly and gladly be- 
came poor. He chose a state of poverty. 
The parallel passage to this of 2 Co- 
rinthians 8:9 is Philippians 2:5-8: “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made [Gk., “hav- 
ing become,” of His own will] in the 
likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.” That is the 
master passage in the Bible on the self- 
chosen poverty of Christ in His birth. 
Then it was that He, who was “equal 
with God,” became poor. He was born 
into a poor family, and into a poor 
home. We know that because at the 
presentation of Him in the Temple, 
Joseph and Mary offered “a pair of 
turtle doves, or two young pigeons” 
(Luke 2:24); and that, according to 
Leviticus 12:8, was prescribed for those 
who were “not able to bring a lamb” 


‘at the time.of presenting a child to 


God. The Lord Jesus “became poor” 
in His birth. Oh, what grace that was! 

2.'He was poor throughout His man- 
hood and ministry. He had no “manse,” 
no “parsonage.” © He received no 


monthly stipend, no fixed salary. He 
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By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


became poor in that regard too! He 
put no money in a bank. He had no 
financial security. We know He be- 
came poor in His ministry from the 
statement of Luke 8:2, 3: “And certain 
women... Mary called Magdalene... 
And Joanna . and Susanna, and 
many others [many other women, Gk.] 
. . . ministered unto him of their sub- 
stance.” They did that constantly and 
continually’ right up to the end. Mat- 
thew records it in these words, “And 
many women were there beholding afar 
off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, 
ministering unto him” (Matt. 27:55). 
In every way He “became ‘poor” in 
His manhood and His ministerial life. 

3. He became poor in His death. He 
was sold for the price of a slave; He 
was crucified amidst wicked men, crim- 
inals of the lowest type; and He was 
buried in another’s tomb. Jesus did 
not have enough money to buy Himself 
a grave for His own burial. Joseph, 
rich man of Arimathea, had prepared 
for himself a “new tomb” against the 
day of his death, but not so Jesus. 
Joseph of Arimathea took down the 
body of Jesus, and “wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had hewn out in 
the rock” (Matt. 27:59, 60). Jesus be- 
came so poor that He did- not have 
enough money for His own burial. Yes, 
He “became poor” that 


III. We Micut Be Ricu 


1. We become rich upon our accept- 
ance of Christ, not in temporal things, 
but in spiritual. In this same Letter 
Paul says of himself, “as having noth- 
ing, and yet possessing all things” (2 
Cor. 6:10). The Greek implies that 
these “all things” are possessed firmly. 
In 1 Corinthians Paul writes to them 
stating that “in every thing ye are en- 
riched by him” (1 Cor. 1:5). And 
again in 2 Corinthians 6:10 he says 
that he was “making many rich.” 

2. We become rich in the possession 
of eternal life. In 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
the writer is speaking to those who are 
“rich in this world,” and exhorts them 
to be “rich in good works,” and then 
adds “that they may lay hold on eternal 
life.” The Lord came that His believing 
people “might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly” (John 
Having that we are rich in- 
deed. It is as though He said, as in the 
words of a hymn, “I bring, I bring 
rich gifts to Thee.” 

3. Christians are rich in the posses- 
sion of the promises of God. Peter 
says as much in his words: “According 
as his divine power hath given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue: whereby: are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises: 
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that by these ye might be partakers of 
the’ divine nature” (2 Peter 1:3, 4). 
How rich we are in possession of such 
promises! 

4. We are rich in the possession of 
the Fountain ‘of all spiritual blessings. 
Consider Matthew 7:11 and Luke 11:13. 
Jesus says in Matthew: “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them that 
ask him?” And in Luke He says: “If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him?”, 


5. We are rich in the prospect of: 


Heaven to come. Consider the wealth 
of riches implied in the precious words 
of John 14:1-3 and John 17:22, 24. A. 
B. Simpson told this story: “A lovely 
girl, the daughter of a proud English 
family, had given her heart to Christ. 
Her father, a man of the world, was 
bitterly disappointed, especially when 
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he found her religious principles were 
going to separate her altogether from 
his worldly pursuits and pleasures. 
Earnestly did he plead with her that 
she would attend one party and sing 
with her superb voice to entertain his 
fashionable friends. At length she 
yielded, and while a strange hush fell 
upon all the brilliant company, she al- 
lowed him to lead her to the piano. 
Sitting down, she touched the keys, 
and looking into the faces of her friends 
while tears sprang from her eyes, she 
sang as never before, 
Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave, and follow Thee; 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shalt be! 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve —. or hoped, or known, 


Yet how rich my condition, 
God and Heaven are still my own. 


May we at this Christmas season ap- 


preciate ever more the “grace of the | 


Lord Jesus Christ” in His incarnation, 
and live thankful lives to Him who 
“became poor” that we “might be rich.” 
Hallelujah! 


- SEATTLE. 


As discussed by Doctor Luke and Paul 
By V. RAYMOND EDMAN, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D. 


This story was prepared by Dr. Ed- 
man for the December, 1958, issue of 
the Bulletin of Wheaton College, 
and is shared with his permission 
with readers of The Sunday School 

Times. . 


HE scene is the Mamertine Prison 
Tin Rome, and the time is Anno 
Domini 66. By dim and flickering 
candlelight Paul is dictating his letter 
to Timothy. Prematurely old, because 
of strenuous and dangerous service for 
the Saviour, somewhat stooped in body, 
but erect in spirit, the Apostle writes 
earnestly to his younger associate in 

. the Gospel. 

Recently Paul had stood at the bar 
of Roman justice. Decision by the court 
with its possible sentence of execution 
had been postponed. Carefully, by the 
inbreathing of God’s Spirit, he dictates 
earnest exhortations to Timothy: 

Do thy diligence to come shortly 

‘unto me: for Demas hath forsaken me, 

having loved this present world, and 

is departed unto Thessalonica; Cres- 
cens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

Only Luke is with me. 

“Why, Dr. Luke, good morning! I 
have just written to Timothy that you 
are the only member of our party still 
with me.” ~ . 

“Yes, Brother Paul, I overheard your 
dictation as I entered the prison cell. 
How dark it is here, and damp. It takes 
me a few moments to adapt my eyes to 
the contrast from outdoors to inside 
this prison. I fervently wish the Lord 
would be pleased to have you released, 
either by imperial decision, or by the 
hand of an angel, as was Peter’s ex- 
perience long ago.” 


President Wheaton College 


“Yes, one would- naturally prefer to 
be free, and. to be out preaching the 
Gospel to the farthermost parts of the 
earth. But, as I have written to our 
brethren in Philippi, the things which 
have happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
Gospel. My imprisonment in Christ 
has made Him- known throughout the 
palace guard, and through them to 
many others. God’s ways are higher 
than our ways; He still causes all things 
to work together for good to them who 
love the Saviour.” 

“Last night, Brother Paul, some of 
our fellow believers at the prayer and 
testimony service were inquiring about 
the day of our Lord’s birth. In response 
to their questions I replied that no 
record was kept as to what day of the 
year was the birthday of the Saviour.” 

“Apparently, good Doctor, the Al- 
mighty did not feel that the date was 
important for us. All things necessary 
for us He has revealed. If we knew 
the exact day there is the possibility 
that there would be the tendency to 
observe the day and to overlook the 
Lord Jesus Himself.” 

“How true! The only thing that mat- 
ters is the fact that He did come.” 

“Brother Luke, you made diligent in- 
quiry into the details of the story of our 
Lord’s coming to Bethlehem, did you 
not?” 

“That is true. Others had taken into 
hand the project of giving an orderly, 
chronological, account of those things 
most surely believed among us Chris- 
tians. Matthew and Mark did great 
service to the cause of the Saviour by 
preparing their written account. 
a deep urge of the Holy Spirit to make 


I felt» 
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diligent inquiry of whatever eyewit- 


nesses and contemporaries might he 
found in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and 
elsewhere throughout Judea. Later, of 
course, I added the entire story of our 
Lord’s life, concluding with His death 
upon Calvary’s cross and His resur- 
rection from the dead.” 

“Yes, I noted in your treatise your 
statement of ‘having had perfect un- 
derstanding of all things from the very 
first,’ and for that reason you wanted 
others to ‘know the certainty of those 
things ..-. 2°” 

“My heart is glad, Brother Paul, for 
the help of the Holy Spirit to write that 
record about the Lord Jesus. To me 
the nativity has always been a very 
thrilling part of that story.” 

“As well you know, Luke, it has not 
been my lot to make any extensive 
study or writing into the historical facts 
of our Christian faith. Rather, it seems 
that my responsibility has been to ex- 
plain the theological implications and 
teachings based on the life, the min- 
istry, and the words of the Lord Jesus.” 

“Your part, as well as mine, has re- 
quired revelation from on high to be 
faultlessly accurate.” ; 

“How true, and at the same time, how 
humbling! What I understand and 
know of the Gospel came to me by rev- 
elation from God. Before I was con- 
verted on the road to Damascus I was 
thoroughly taught in the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. I believed every word 
of Moses and the prophets, but a veil 
covered my eyes so that I could not 
see the Messiah until He Himself met 
me on that road.” 

“And after that, there were other 
revelations?” 

“Yes, over a period of time. As I 
wrote to our brethren in Galatia, ‘When 
it pleased God to reveal his son in me, 
that I might preach him among the 
heathen, immediately I conferred not 
with flesh and blood; neither went I 
up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles before me, but I went into 
Arabia.’ In the solitude and silence of 
that distant place I.learned the Gospel 
from the Most High Himself.” 

“Apart from revelation no one could 
have understood that Jesus of Nazareth, 
born in Bethlehem’s manger, was God’s 
Messiah.” 

“Yes, Doctor Luke, to that position 
I fully agree. Your speaking of the 
birthday of our Lord and our uncer- 
tainty as to its exact date reminds me 
of the truth revealed to me as I also 
wrote to the Galatians, that ‘when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the adoption of sons.’” 

“Yes, He came in God’s time. . From a 
human point of view, as I have noted 
in my studies, Palestine was ready for 
His coming. The people were in ex- 


pectation. Greek culture and language — 


had spread throughout the Near East to 
make a common language in that area.” 
“And beyond that, Brother Luke, 


there was the freedom from insurrec- 
tions and wars within the empire, the 
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famous Pax Romana. Freedom of com- 
munication and ease of travel have 
made possible the rapid spread of the 
Gospel.” ‘ 

“Also, Paul, basic in that concept of 
that ‘fulness of time’ is the fulfillment 
of Daniel’s prophecy regarding the sev- 
enty weeks. Any thoughtful student 
of the prophets should have been able 
to estimate that it was to be approxi- 
mately 500 years from the restoration 
of the remnant to Jerusalem and the 
coming of Messiah the Prince, and that 
the time was at hand.” 

“So it seems to me, Brother Luke. A 
candid and careful study of the 
prophets would show anyone, as I wrote 
to our brethren here in Rome, that 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, was 
made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh; and was declared indeed 
‘to be the Son of God with power, ac- 
cording to the Holy Spirit, by His res- 
urrection from the dead.” 

“The nativity story, Paul, makes it 
perfectly clear that the Lord Jesus was 
of David’s lineage. The angel said spe- 
‘He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the High- 
est! and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David: 
and he shall reign over the house of 

Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end.’” 

“As you. know, Doctor, many find it 
difficult to understand how the Saviour 
came to die for our sins on the cross; 
also, that David’s kingdom was prom- 
ised to Him.” 

“Brother Paul, you will recall that 
our Lord Jesus taught plainly in word, 
and also in parables, that He would be 
absent for a long time before returning 
to rule over this earth as His Kingdom. 
When the disciples were sure that the 
Kingdom of God would appear im- 
mediately, He taught them the parable 
of the nobleman who went into a far 
country to receive for himself a king- 
dom, and to return.” 

“To me, Luke, it has always been an 
unceasing marvel, even though prom- 
ised in the Scriptures, that God’s Mes- 
siah, the Saviour of the world, should 
be born a Jew. The human heart might 
not have had the same attitude toward 
Him had He been born into a proud 
patrician family in Rome, or among the 
intelligentsia of Greece, or to the fam- 
ily of some merchant prince in Egypt, 
or among the wise men of Chaldea. 
But God’s Son came as a Jew, in the 
family of David.” 

“It should be apparent, Brother Paul, 
that the Lord Jesus did not have His 
beginning here in this world.” 

“That is right. I have felt led to 
teach that truth in many ways. For 
example, when I wrote to the Corin- 
thian Christians I reminded them, say- 
ing, ‘For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
Tich, yet for your sakes he became 
Poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.’ ” ; 

“He certainly was never rich in the 
days of His flesh! Born in a manger, 
Teared in a carpenter shop, no home 
Nor shelter of His own such as even 
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birds and beasts have. He rode into 
Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey. His 
only robe was taken -from Him by the 
soldiers on Calvary; He was buried in 
a borrowed tomb. If ever He was rich, 
it must have been before He came into 
this world.” 

“That is what I meant when I wrote 
to the Galatians that ‘God sent forth 
his Son.’ In that connection one re- 
members Micah’s_ stirring prophecy 
about the Lord Jesus: ‘But thou; Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go- 
ings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.’ His going forth did not be- 
gin in Bethlehem! He.was from ever- 
lasting!” 

“And yet, Paul, our Lord, who was 
very God of very God from all eternity, 
humbled Himself to come into this 
world.” 

“Yes, Doctor Luke, that is just what 
I sought to explain to our brethren in 
Philippi. In teaching them lowliness of 
mind one for anothér, I felt there was 
no better example that I could give 
them than that of the Saviour. Let me 
turn to the manuscript copy which I 
have here of that letter. “Yes, here it is, 
this is what I wrote: 

Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God: but made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. ¢ 
Wherefore God also hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

“You said, ‘being in the form of God.’ 
What did you mean thereby?” 

“Form constitutes the sum total .of 
characteristics that define a person, or 
an object for that matter. By form of 
God I mean the sum of all the attributes 
of the Almighty, the qualities that make 
Him to be indeed God over all. Delib- 
erately the present tense of the verb 
was chosen, being or subsisting in the 
form of God, our Lord Jesus is God 
from all eternity, continued so to be in 
the days of His flesh, and ever will be. 
The truth of the incarnation is that the 
Lord Jesus is God and also that He be- 
came man; not that He was God, laid 
aside His deity, and became a man. 
Perhaps, Doctor, the best way I can ex- 
press the concept is that the Saviour is 
one Person, Second Person of that 
blessed Trinity, with two natures, di- 
vine after the essence of the Father 
from all eternity and human after our 
kind through His mother, but, of course, 
apart from our sin.” 

“Thank you, Brother Paul. That 
truth I see more clearly, for He was 
and is true God and true man. I re- 
member how earnestly His mother told 
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me the words of the angel which I men- 
‘tioned before, ‘He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest.’ 
Subsisting in the form of God, He took 
to Himself a human nature, and was 
born in Bethlehem’s mangg@!” 

“Yes, Luke, in love for us, unworthy 
sinners that we are, He did not grasp 
at the prerogatives of deity. As I read 
the pages of your Gospel account I can 
see clearly that in the days of His flesh 
He lived as a man, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, completely trusting in His Heav- 
enly Father. His deeds of mercy were 
done in complete faith in His Father’s 
unfailing help. He Himself said that 
the words, the teachings He gave, were 
His Father’s, and not His own.” 

“Is that what you mean, Paul, by 
your further elaboration of the incarna- 
tion in saying, ‘made himself of no 
reputation’?” 

“That is correct. As I wrote to our 
brethren in Rome, the Lord Jesus ‘is 
over all, God blessed for ever’; never- 
theless He took no account of Himself, 
He considered not Himself, but thought 
only of our welfare.” ‘ 

“And you say, Paul, that He, our Lord 
and Saviour, who subsists always in the 
form of God in reality ‘took upon him 
the form of a servant’?” 

“Do you not recall, Luke, the state- 
ment m ‘e so clearly by our Lord as to 
the reason for His coming: ‘I came not 
to be served, but to serve; and to give 
my life a ransom for many’? He did 
not come as a prince or monarch, as a 
rich man or a scholar. His contempo- 
raries derided Him as being ‘the car- 
penter’s son.’ I knew some of the 
scribes and Pharisees, when I was a 
student in Gamaliel’s school, who chal- 
lenged the Lord Jesus in the temple to 
show His qualifications to teach. I used 
to hear them argue the point, that there 
arises no prophet out of Galilee.” 


“Yes; He was despised by the - wise 
and the wealthy, by crafty priests and 
by powerful politicians. When once I 
came to see His utter humiliation, Paul, 
I began to understand Isaiah’s prophecy 
that ‘he was despised and rejected of 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief.’” 

“And Isaiah went on to say that 
which ‘was so true of me before I met 
the Saviour on the road to Damascus: 
‘And we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not.’” , 

“The disciples told’ me many .illus- 
trations of His humility, especially of 
the washing of their feet at the Last 
Supper in the upper room. That was 
the service of a slave!” 

“However, Luke, it was not enough 
that He who is ever in the form of God 
took upon Him the form of a servant; 
for being a man, He further humbled 
Himself. He is true man as well as 
true God; and yet, as best we can ex- 


press the truth in human language, He 


was ‘made in the likeness of men.’ In 
similar vein I wrote in another place to 
the Romans: ‘For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
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likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh: that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spigit.’ He took upon Himself 
our humanity, yet apart from our sin. 
He was true man, ‘in the likeness of 
sinful flesh.’ ” 

“True man and true God! Paul, I 
keep repeating that :truth as we re- 
member the Bethlehem story. Also, I 
recall with what effectiveness you laid 
stress upon the true humanity of the 
Saviour when you told the Athenians 
that the Almighty has appointed a day 
in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by that Man whom He 
hath ordained, and that God has given 
assurance because He raised Him from 
the dead.” 

“Yes, Dr. Luke, the Saviour humbled 
Himself to the deepest depths because, 
as I have written to the Philippians 
that which I was taught by revelation 
of the Holy Spirit, He“became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.’ 
He came from Heaven’s unimaginable 
bliss to Bethlehem’s lowly manger on 
that wonder-filled night, and all for the 
purpose of giving His life a ransom for 
us upon Calvary’s cruel tree!” 

“How great the mercy of God who 
made our sinless Lord Jesus to be made 
sin for us upon that cross, numbered 
with the transgressors, so that we might 
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become the righteousness of God! Mercy 
so great, and yet a mystery unfathom- 
able except by the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

“That is exactly what I sought to tell 
Timothy in my earlier letter, that ‘with- 
out controversy great is the ‘mystery 
of godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of an- 
gels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into 
glory.’ The Creator of all became also a 
creature, one of us, so that we might 
become sons of the Almighty through 
faith in Him, the Saviour.” 

“Thank you, Brother Paul, for these 
most helpful explanations on the person 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Babe of 
Bethlehem’s manger, who came to us 
on that night that heaven opened and 
the angels sang, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.’ Ah, Paul, what a word 
of reconciliation for weary humanity! 

“Beloved Paul, I note the guard indi- 


cates that it is time for me to leave., 


God bless you and fill your heart to 
overflowing with the joy of God’s good 
tidings, irrespective of what may tran- 
spire when next you stand before Cae- 
sar’s judgment seat.” 

“Good-by, good Doctor. Keep telling 
the story of Him who loved us and 
gave Himself for us!” 


WHEATON, ILL. 


Four Christmas Carols of Mystery 


Old-time favorites, the authors and composers of 
‘ which seem lost forever 


ID you ever hear the silence of a 
starlit Christmas Eve suddenly 
broken by a chorus of carolers? Among 
the old-time favorites of the singers 
perhaps you will recognize “The First 
Noel,” “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” “God 


Rest You Merry, Gentlemen,” and 
“Good Christian Men, Rejoice.” 
What glorious music it is! From time 


immemorial these carols have been part 
of the holiday feast of melody. No 
doubt our great-grandparents listened 
to the same words and tunes with just 
as keen delight as you and I give ear 
today. : ' 

But there is a curious mystery about 
these four particular carols. When one 
asks who wrote the words, one runs 
into a blank wall. The names of the 
authors and composers seem to be lost 
forever in the haze that surrounds so 
many ancient Yuletide celebrations. No 
records have been turned up to give 
the slightest clue. 

In recent years, in an effort to solve 
the mystery, scores of time-yellowed, 
dust-laden parchment-manuscripts have 
been overhauled. A famous Church of 
England parson, the Rev. John Mason 
Neale, went ransacking through these 
in the middle of the last century, and 
proceeded to make translations from 
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the Latin texts. But even he never 
could find out who were the original 
authors. 

Of these “carols of mystery,” the most 
familiar is “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
The earliest known printed copy ap- 
peared in 1751 as part of a collection, 
“Cantus Diversi pro Dominicis et Festis 
Per Annum.” These hymns were com- 
piled by the Rev. John Francis Wade, 
a Roman Catholic priest who was in 
charge of a private chapel in York- 
shire, England. “ 

Father Wade used to travel from 
house to house to conduct services, 
and he would often copy out hymns. 
for his seattered followers.. At the time 
“Adeste Fideles” (“O Come, All Ye 
Faithful”) was first put down on paper, 
he was attached to the household of 
Nicholas King, a prominent Yorkshire- 
man. It is thought he copied it out for 
his employer. 

Since the Latin stanzas and the fa- 
miliar tune both appeared in print 
together, there seems good reason to be- 
lieve the carol had been in general use 
for some time. Perhaps it was familiar 


to householders in France; it is certain 
it had been sung there before it was 
ever brought to England. Who knows? 
Perhaps an inspired French hymnist 
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wrote it. Your guess is as good as mine, 
since that is all part of the dark mys. 
tery of the carol’s origin. 

The familiar English version that is 
sung today came from an Oxford 
clergyman, the Rev. Frederick Oakley, 
While in college, he fell under the in. 
fluence of John Henry Newaman and 
Frederick William Faber, and like them, 
he also became a convert to the Roman 
Catholic Church. In his later years, 
Father Oakley was canon of Westmin- 
ster. 

As a brilliant Latin scholar, he must 
have been familiar with the ancient 
Latin texts of the early Christian 
church. One day he was _ suddenly 
moved to undertake an English version 


of the favorite old Christmas hymn, 


Little could he dream how well he 
would succeed. Of the forty different 
English translations that have been 
made of “Adeste Fideles,” the Oakley 
version still remains the universal fay- 
orite. It seems to have outlived all 
others in popular remembrance. 

There have always been ancient bal- 
lads and folk songs that have been 
handed down from one generation to 
another, with nobody bothering to re- 
cord who wrote words and music in the 
first place. That seems to be the case 
with those two old English carols, “The 
First Noel” and “God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen.” 

They first appeared in print in a col- 
lection, “Christmas Carols Ancient and 
Modern,” which was gotten out by W. 
B. Sandys. Sandys was an English- 
man, but not much is known about‘him 
or what were the sources of his ma- 
terial. Probably he gathered his carols 
from any quarter he could, and put on 
record for the first time those Yule 
folk songs that had long been known 
and sung around England. As a person 
hears those carols today, his imagina- 
tion can easily conjure up a picture of 
the Waits, the ancient Yule minstrels 
of Merry England, going from door to 
door, singing the old favorites. 

Credit must be given to Dr. John 
Mason Neale for the popular English 
version of “Good Christian Men, Re- 
joice.” This is an old Latin carol, “In 
Dulci Jubilo.” Like so many others, it 
goes back to medieval times. Dr. Neale 
surely caught the spirit of the long-lost 
Latin hymnist in his rendering: 

Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before Him bow, 
And He is in the manger now. 


- Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 


So, amid all the caroling that now 
goes on at Christmas, there remains a 
mystery. Nobody knows who wrote 
four of the Yuletide’s most popular 
songs, and at this far-removed date it 
does not seem likely their authorship 
ever will be discovered. But perhaps 
it is enough that, long ago, there burst 
so much joy from certain persons’ hearts 
that, in the year’s happiest season, they 
were inspired to produce these verses 
and melodies that have gone ringing 
down the ages! 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 
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EADERS and friends of THE Sun- 
R pAY ScHooL TrmMeEs have been so 
pleased with the tours to Alaska and 
Hawaii that many have asked for tours 
tp the West Indies, Europe, and the 
Holy Land. After prayerful considera- 
tion a very fine tour for next winter to 
the West Indies and South America has 
been arranged. It will be a nineteen- 
day cruise, leaving New York City, Feb- 
wary 17, 1960, returning March 7. Nine 
prts will be visited with comprehen- 
sive sightseeing tours in seven of them. 
The time chosen is the season when or- 
dinarily the winters at home are most 
severe. To escape to the pleasant, 
warm, tropical waters of the Caribbean 
is indeed an experience that will be 
most enjoyable and beneficial. To visit 
such places as St. Thomas in the Virgin 
Islands; St. George’s, Grenada; Trini- 
dad; Venezuela; Curacao; Cristobal, 
Panama; Haiti; and Cuba in the com- 
pany of other Christians should prove 
to be doubly fascinating and pleasant. 


The SS Empress of England, of 
the Canadian Pacific, which company 
has acceptably accommodated Christian 
Fellowship parties for years on its ships 
plying the Inland Waterway to Alaska 
and in its magnificent hotels at Lake 
Louise, Banff, Victoria,,and Vancouver, 
will be the “floating hotel” for this 
year’s winter cruise. This great five- 
deck, air-conditioned, streamlined, and 
thoroughly seaworthy steamer is fur- 
nished with every conceivable conven- 
ience for the comfort and pleasure of 
the passengers. It is a 25,500-ton steam- 
ship, 640 feet long, with four elevators 
and many public lounges conveniently 
placed about the ship. Each morning, 
before breakfast, Mr. Jaeger will con- 
duct a devotional service with studies 
from the Word of God. Much blessing 
in the past on other cruises has accrued 
from these precious meetings. Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger and Mrs. Jaeger will be 
with the party through the entire cruise. 
If you are interested, a card to him ask- 
ing for the circular, “Let’s Go Cruising 
This Winter,” will bring to you detailed 
information, including prices. Address 
him at 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


The stop in Venezuela at the port of 
La Guaira will be most interesting. 
Formerly a road with hair-raising turns 
tan through the mountains from the 
port to Caracas, the capital city, giving 
Momentary views of the ocean below. 
This, however, has now been replaced by 
a mammoth six-lane highway that has 
Tfeduced the time from 1% hours to 
twenty minutes. This engineering feat 
has produced one of the world’s most 
expensive highways ($80,000,000). The 
party will go over this great highway 
to Caracas. Stops will be made at a 
Number of interesting places. One of 
them will be Casa Natal, the house of 
General Bolivar. It is an excellent ex- 
ample of an aristocratic mansion of the 







around a patio containing, amidst other 
treasures, a series of paintings depict- 





time of 1783, a spacious, colonial house. 
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ing the life of Bolivar, by the fine Vene- 
zuelan painter Tito Salas. Another 
place of interest will be the National 
Pantheon, set in a very lovely park. 
Here, under the building’s cupola, is the 
tomb of Bolivar. Luncheon will be 
served the party at the fabulous Hotel 
Tamanaco, which symbolizes the mod- 
ern trend. in Venezuela. After a most 
delightful day in this fast-growing city, 
the return will be made over the new 
highway to La Guaira and to the Em- 
press of England. 


we ’ 


A Call to Prayer 
(Continued from page 938) 


With a heart-searching Communion 
service at the commencement of your 
Watch Night Meeting you will make 
it easier’for your people to face up to 
the will of God for their days ahead. 
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It will prove your best tonic for bring- 
ing your people into that state of 
gratitude for the Saviour’s dying love, 
and desire to be more like Him whom 
having not seen they love. 

Try this program this Watch Night. 
You will find it better than the usual 
kind of New Year’s Eve service. ~ 

PRAY FOR REVIVAL and_ begin 
working toward the answer to your 
prayers for the visitation. 


A letter-size poster in two colors, 
with space to include the hour and the 
place, has been issued by the League for 
use in the churches. Copies of this 
and other literature may be had upon 
request from the Great Commission 
Prayer League, Inc., 808 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago. As the League’s funds for 
the distribution of literature are low, 
contributions for printing and postage 
will be greatly appreciated. Pastors 
who desire the poster should write at 
once for it. 


The Only Degree He Ever Coveted 


One that can well be the ambition of the humblest Christian 


IHHARLES H. SPURGEON ‘was once 

asked, “Mr. Spurgeon, do you have 
any degrees?” He replied, “The only 
degree I ever coveted was that of 
‘S.S.T.’—Sunday school teacher!” 

On such a high plane did Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon, the “Prince of 
Preachers,” often called the “greatest 
preacher since the Apostle Paul,” place 
the calling of a Sunday school teacher! 

A woman came to me one evening in 
deep distress: a fine Christian, she had 
prayed for many years for the conver- 
sion of her husband. Somehow, she 
had become discouraged even to the 
place where she doubted God. “There’s 
no use praying any longer for Pete. 
I just can’t believe he ever will accept 
the Lord! And I am going to give up 
my Sunday school class. I’m just not 
getting anywhere teaching them.” It 
was my privilege to encourage this 
woman to keep on trusting and to take 
God at His word, believing that He was 
answering prayer for her husband, even 
though she could not see it yet. ° 

She went back to her Sunday school 
class with renewed faith, and it was 
our joy, before many weeks had gone 
by, to see that husband walk forward 
in response to an invitation to sinners, 
and to see his life transformed before 
our eyes. With tears, his wife told how 
glad she was that she had not given up 
teaching her class. 

That many in our day have been 
reached but not “teached” is a fact that 
is sorely evident in many of our 
churches. Could it be that those whom 
God is calling have no sense of the im- 
portance of earning the degree of S.S.T.? 

“To engage in it [preaching] half- 
heartedly is an insult to God and to 
man,” said Mr. Spurgeon to his students, 
and, as that is true of the ministry from 
the pulpit, so assuredly is it true of the 


By JEANETTE W. LOCKERBIE 


privilege of teaching in Sunday school. 
We don’t always receive a reward down 
here, but sometimes, for our encour- 
agement, the Lord will give us a pre- . 
view. I was working in a large busi- 
ness office in New York City, and one 
day a man came up to my desk and 
said, “I believe you know Mr. Miller.” 
I replied that I did, that the gentleman 
in question was a good friend, a deacon 
in our church. The stranger introduced 
himself, then said, “Mr. Miller was my 
Sunday school teacher. Tell him I have 
never forgotten the things he taught 
me.” A warm glow came over me as 
I met a fine man like this one before 
me—respected in the business world, 
a real testimony for Christ in his own 
office—and heard him give credit to his 
Sunday school teacher! That teacher 
had not engaged in his work “half- 
heartedly.” 


A soldier lay dying on the field of 
battle. “Have you a message for any- 
one?” the chaplain asked. “Yes,” re- 
plied the dying soldier, “please write 
to my Sunday school teacher. Tell her 
I died a Christian; that I never forgot 
her teaching.” The chaplain did write, 
and a few weeks later received a letter 
in return. “God have mercy on me! 
Only last month I gave up my class. I 
felt that my teaching was doing no good 
and scarcely had I given up my God- 
appointed task than I received your 
letter telling me that God had used my 
teaching to lead a soul to Christ! I am 
going back to my pastor and tell him 
that I will try again in Christ’s name— 
that by His grace I will be a faithful 
Sunday school teacher.” 


“S.S.T.”—a degree for the renowned 
Spurgeon—and for the humblest Chris- 
tian who will covet it.' 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 





944 (10) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


December 5, 19. 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. DECEMBER 20. GOOD NEWS FOR THE WORLD 


Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11:19-30; printed text, Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11:19-26 


Golden Text.—Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2:10, 11 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord Shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
will toward men. 


good 


Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon 
the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far 
as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word 
to none but unto the Jews only. 


ve ve 


20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 


21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 


22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the 
church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barna- 
bas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 


23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 


was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord. 


24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and 
of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto 
Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they as- 
sembled themselves with the church, and taught much peo- 
ple. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


ve 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR lesson includes two historical 
O events separated by almost 50 
years and yet closely united. Each 
has to do with something new, with the 
commencement of a thrilling chapter 
in God’s dealings with men. And each 
brings good news to a needy world. 
The first event is the birth of. our 
Lord (about 4 B.C.), a beautiful tale 
of wonder and delight. This was in- 
deed a turning point in human history. 
The eternal Son of God became flesh 
for the salvation of sinners. 

Luke describes the varied relation- 
ships of the newborn babe.’ He was 
related to history. He was born “this 
day” (Luke 2:11), when the time was 
ripe for a divine intervention on earth. 
He was related to Hebrew expectations. 
As Messiah He was born in the “city 
of David” (Luke 2:11); for He was the 
“son of David,” of the royal lineage of 
the shepherd-king. He was related to 
God the Father. His coming was her- 
alded by heavenly messengers who 
praised God and celebrated His glory 
upon the advent of His Son to this 
benighted world. It was related to hum- 
ble men of good will. Untutored shep- 
herds, men of the great out-of-doors, 
welcomed ,the little visitor from Glory. 

The birth of “Christ the Lord” set 
the stage for the mighty drama of sal- 
vation. 

The second event occurred far to the 
north of Jerusalem in the city of An- 
tioch (about A.D. 43). Our Lord had 
ascended to the Father. Persecutions 
had scattered His followers. A group 


of believers had concentrated in An- 


tioch. Saul and Barnabas were estab- 
lishing them in the faith. Something 
new was in the offing: a forward mis- 
sionary advance that would bear the 
good news of salvation through the 
Babe of Bethlehem to the ends of 
the earth. 

Before this new move was launched, 
believers received their new title, 
“Christians” (Acts 11:26).. Under this 
banner they marched triumphantly to 
tell men about their precious Lord. 
Verse by Verse 

Luke 2:8.—“. . . there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.” The “same country” was 
the - vicinity of Bethlehem (cf. 2:4). 
The shepherds were taking their re- 
spective night watches. Our Lord’s ad- 
vent was first heralded to humble men 


‘ready to receive Him, and beneath the 


broad expanse of wintry sky of which 
He was Himself the divine Creator (cf. 
John 1:3). 


Verse 9.—*. . . the angel of the Lord 
came upon them... the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them... they 
were sore afraid.” “An angel” (Greek), 
a representative of the heavenly host, 
“stood by them” (literally). The bril- 
liant radiance signified the presence of 
God. Man, by nature separated from 
his Creator by sin, is overawed when 
God communicates with him (cf. 1:13, 
30). 








Dr. Woodbridge has sages printed, 

loose-leaf outline studies o: the New Tes- 

tament Books. These are for personal Bible 

study and teaching. If interested, write for 

S deocriptive folder to The NEWS, Curwens- 
e. 


Verse 10.—“. . . the angel said .. . Fear 
not ...I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” To 
“bring good tidings” is the Greek word 
used for “preaching the gospel.” The 
birth of our Lord would usher in a new 
day of salvation, resulting in joy for 
believers of all nations around the 
globe. 

Verse 11—‘“For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” This was 
the glad tidings. Bethlehem was the 
“city of David” because the great head 
of the Davidic line was born there (cf. 
1 Sam. 16:1-11). Micah had predicted 
that here Messiah would be born (Mic. 
5:2). The little babe’s identity and 
ministry are here proclaimed. He was 
the long-expected Messiah and de- 
liverer of Israel (“Christ”). He came to 
save lost mankind. And He was, and 
remains forever, the Lord of glory and 
destiny. 

Verse 12.—“. . . this shall be a sign... 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 
The unusual facts would be (1) the 
discovery of a newborn child in a stall 
rather than in a little bed; (2) the 


unparalleled and _ totally astonishing ~ 


truth that the Saviour-Messiah-Lord 
would condescend, for men’s salvation, 
to be exposed to such humiliation. This 
was truly a divine sign that He had 
become incarnate to lift a fallen race 
back to God. 


Verse 13.—“. . . suddenly there was 


with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God. . 
... A vast number of heavenly be-, 
ings, ever at the summons of the Al- 
Their 


. saying 


mighty, now joins the angel. 
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‘lesson for December 20 





normal occupation was to praise God. 


‘Now they bring this hymn of praise 


earthward, associating it with the birth 
of the Babe of Bethlehem and direct- 
ing it toward men. 


Verse 14—“. . . Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” “In the highest” means 
“throughout Heaven.” Now the divine 
glory had broken through-to men. The 
Prince of Peace had arrived (cf. Isa. 
9:6), bringing to men separated from 
God the peace so urgently needed. The 
Greek reads “men of good pleasure.” 
The peace Christ brings is the portion 
of those who receive Christ as Saviour, 
are converted, and thus become men of 
good will. 

Acts 11:19.—“. . . they which were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution 

. about Stephen travelled as far as 


Phenice Cyprus Antioch, 
preaching the word to ... the Jews 
only.” See Acts 7:54 to 8:1. Jerusalem 


believers were driven northward in ful- 
fillment of Acts 1:8. Phenice (Phoeni- 
cia) is a narrow strip of land, about 
130 miles long, on the Palestinian-Syr- 
jan coast north of Mt. Carmel. Cy- 
prus, an island about 50 miles from the 
coast farther north, was the home of 
Barnabas. Antioch, ancient Syrian 
capital, was a great metropolis where 
vast numbers of Gentiles as well as 
Jews resided. 


Verse 20.—“. .. some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene ... when they 
were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.” 
Cyrene was in North Africa. These 
Hebrew Christians were less exclusive 
than the legalists in Jerusalem (cf. 11: 
1-3). They did not hesitate to preach 


_to Gentiles, either because they had 


heard of Peter’s example (11:4-18), or 
had decided quite independently of- him. 


Verse 21.—“. . . the hand of the Lord 
was with them ...a great number be- 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord.” The 
Lord’s “hand” suggests His presence, 
power, and influence. As in the case of 
the Gentile Cornelius (11:15-17), many 
put their trust in Christ. Lines of na- 
tionality are now eliminated, so far as 
Salvation is concerned. 


“Verse 22.—“. . . tidings of these things 
came unto... the church... in Jeru- 
salem ... they sent forth Barnabas ... 


as far as Antioch.” Good news travels 
Tapidly. Compare 8:14; 11:1. Jeru- 
salem was the parent church and: was 
vitally concerned. Barnabas was a 


worthy choice’ for the assignment of | 


going to Antioch. Known for his skill 
in exhorting (cf. 4:36 margin), he was 
from Cyprus and hence well prepared 
to deal with Gentile as well as Hebrew 
converts. 


Verse 23.—‘“Who, when he .. . had 
seen the grace of God, was glad .. . ex- 
horted them all, that with purpose of 
heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord.” Barnabas was. quickly con- 
vinced by the changed lives of the 
Antioch believers that their conversion 
was a definite act of God’s grace. His 


name implies “son of exhortation”; he 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. December 13.—Peter’s . Broad- 
ening Ministry. ........ Acts 9:32 to 11:18 


Next Week’s Lesson 


18. December 27.—God, Our Help. 
Acts 12 








at once put his skill to work. Antioch 
was a place of worldly pressure,. pagan 
appeal, and of possible persecution. He 
urged the new Christians with firm, 
unyielding sincerity of soul to persist 
(cf.. “continue” in 13:43) in their com- 
plete loyalty to Christ. 

Verse 24-—“. . . he was a good man 

. full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: 
and much people was added unto the 
Lord.” Barnabas’s presence and mes- 
Sages added fuel to the fires of con- 
viction and conversion. His moral and 
spiritual virtues are here highlighted. 
The Holy Spirit had gripped -him, pro- 
ducing in his life personal goodness 
and fruit-bearing faith. 

Verse 25.—“Then departed Barnabas 
to Tarsus ... to seek Saul.” Tarsus, 
Saul’s native city, was in Cilicia, in 
southeast Asia Minor. Saul was there 
in retirement after his escape from 
Jerusalem (9:29, 30; 22:17-21). Barna- 
bas felt that Saul’s brilliant mind, fa- 
miliarity with Gentile as well as Hebrew 
thought, and passionate devotion to 
Christ adequately fitted him to witness 
in Antioch. 

Verse 26.—“. . . he brought him unto 
Antioch . . @ whole year they as- 


sembled themselves with the church, - 


and taught much people. And the dis- 
ciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch.” Note the emphasis on teach- 
ing. Saul was a master teacher. He 
and Barnabas grounded the believers 
in the Word of God. A milestone is 
now reached in the advance of the 
church. Solidified, trained, and pre- 
pared by great men of God, the saints, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY was Bethlehem called 
city of David”? 

2. In the angel’s announcement to 
the shepherds, what three titles. are 
given to the Lord Jesus? 

3. How was the babe lying in the 
manger a sign? (Luke 2: 12.) 

4. Why did the heavenly host pro- 
claim “peace on earth” in connection 
with our Lord’s birth? 

5. What drove believers northward 


“the 


’ from Jerusalem to Antioch? 


6. What beautiful 
Barnabas is given? 

7. What was the main point of his 
exhortation to the Antioch saints? 

,8. What twofold ministry did Barna- 
bas and Saul have in Antioch? 

9. Where were believers first called 
Christians, and who gave them the title? 

10. What two types of church leader- 
ship are mentioned for the first time 
in the New Testament in this lesson? 


description of 


(Answers on page 954) 
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now for the first time called Christians, 
are ready to proclaim the Gospel to 
men beyond the borders of Palestine 
and Syria. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Luke 2 describes the beginning of our 
Lord’s mission on earth.. His arrival 
ushered in “good tidings of great joy” 
(2:10). But this “great joy” was to be 
to “all people.” 

Acts 11 continues the story. Disciples 
of Christ were 
Many new converts joined them. Bar- 
nabas ministered to them. Saul_ of 
Tarsus grounded them in the Word 
They were being prepared to transmit 
the glad tidings far beyond the confines 
of Palestine and Syria, on out into 
earth’s vast areas, to the “all people” 
concerning whom the herald angel had 
spoken. 

But in what were they grounded? 
What message were they to proclaim 
far and wide? What exactly was the 
Good News announced to the shep- 
herds and now the basis of Christian 
faith and hope? 

The words of the angel of the Lord 
furnish the answer. The Saviour of 
men had arrived. He is 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). This is a sweeping 
statement with. tremendous implica- 
tions. It is the Good News in a nut- 
shell. 

All: men are sinners, hopelessly un- 
done, desperately needing salvation. 
They are totally unable to extricate 
themselves from their sinful predica- 
ment. No amount of human effort, no 
philosophical system, no mere resolu- 
tion of the will can remove the burden 
of sin. They need a Saviour. 

That Saviour has arrived, He has 
left the glories of Heaven, descended 
to man’s need, become incarnate, and 
borne on His own sinless shoulders the 
burden, guilt, and penalty of human 
sin. Further, He is the long-expected 
Messiah of Israel, the Son of David, the 
deliverer of His people. And to those 
who repose their trust in Him, He is, 
Lord of life and ruler of destiny. 

The angel proclaimed the purpose 
of His coming. That purpose was 
achieved at the cross and empty tomb. 
The Saviour gloriously fulfilled His 
mission, commissioned His disciples to, 
announce its consummation to the 
world, promised the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and ascended into Heaven. 

In Antioch years later His disciples, 
now bearing His name and reproach, 
prepared to let men everywhere know 
that the good news of the Gospel was 
in very fact the power of God unto 
salvation. In carrying out this assign- 
ment, believers were knit together in 
the bonds both of faith and love. This 
is shown by the concern of the Antioch 
saints over the needs of their fellow 
believers in Jerusalem (Acts 11:27-30). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The ‘announcement of Christ’s birth 
(Luke 2: 8-14) 

2. The establishment of the church in 
Antioch (Acts 11: 19-26) 

3. The visit of Barnabas and Saul to 
Jerusalem (vv. 27-30) 


“Christ the . 





gathered in Antioch. - 
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Topics for Development 


The title, “Christian.” This name was 
applied for the first time to believers 
in Antioch. It occurs only three times 
in the New Testament (cf. Acts 26:28 
and 1 Pet. 4:16). It was probably 
used in derogatory fashion. Believers 
were known to be followers of a person 
called Christ, about whom people in 
Antioch knew little and perhaps cared 
less. 

But the interesting thing is that the 
word “Christian” -itself suggests the 
three national cultures that would soon 
receive the good news of salvation. 
Christ (Messiah) reminds us that the 
Lord Jesus came first to the Jews. The 
actual word Christos is Greek: Paul 
would soon be preaching in Greece. 
The ending ian (actually ianus) is 
Latin: Paul was a Roman citizen. After 
years of traveling he would plant the 
Gospel banner in Rome. 


Practical Applications 

When Christ appears all is glory!— 
on Bethlehem’s hills, in the heart of a 
believer, or in a home dedicated to 
Him. 

What loving condescension! The Sav- 
iour left the realms of Heaven and 
became a little babe for man’s sal- 
vation. 

How eager we should be to stoop, to 
humble ourselves, to become all things 
to all men that we might point them 
to our Lord! 

If the news of redemption is as “good” 
as the angel declared it to be, how can 
we keep it to ourselves when multitudes 
are dying without once hearing it? 

Barnabas had a large heart. He 
brought Saul to Antioch to help in the 
establishment of the church—Saul, who 
would soon far outstrip him in fame. 
May we be preserved from pettiness 
and littleness in the work of God. 

Christians desperately need teaching 
today. There is no greater ministry 
than teaching the blessed Word. Never 
get discouraged, teacher. 


Golden Text 


Luke 2:10, 11—“Fear not ... I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
The joyous tidings which banish fear 
center in the identity and mission of 
the newborn baby: He is the Messiah 
of Israel and the everlasting Lord. He 
became incarnate to save lost men from 
everlasting doom and to lift them to 
God. Moreover, He came to all men 
everywhere who would welcome Him 
into their hearts. 

Menzra, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And there were in the same country 
shepherds .. .” (Luke 2:8).—A series 
of little ‘things occurred at the birth of 
the Saviour. For example, He was not 
born in an imperial city like Rome, nor 
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in a holy city like Jerusalem. He was 
born in Bethlehem, which the prophet 
said was “little among the thousands 
of Judah” (Mic. 5:2). 

Our Lord was not born in a castle, 
palace, or mansion, but in a little man- 
ger. The first persons to be informed 
of His birth were not Herod, nor Cae- 
sar, nor Caiaphas the high priest, but 
some humble shepherds. 

And the sign given to them was not a 
comet in the heavens, but a little babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger! All of which reminds us of 
the Lord’s words: “For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55: 
9). 

Saintly Robert Chapman said of the 
Saviour’s incarnation: “In His birth, 
He would ‘no glory borrow, no majesty 
from earth!” 

Samuel reminded Saul that it was 
when he was little in his own sight 
that he was made the head of the 
tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed 
him king over Israel (1 Sam. 15:17). 
Heaven puts a premium, shall we say, 
upon genuine humility. 

One of the last messages of G. Fred 
Bergen, director of the George Miiller 
Orphanages was, “Tell my younger 
brethren that they may be too big for 
God to use, but they cannot be too 
small.” . 

“ . . the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them . . .”\ (Luke 2:9).— 
Here is something that had not been 
seen in 600 years—the appearance of 
the Shekinah glory, as the Jews called 
it. 

It first appeared when Israel was de- 
livered from Egypt (Exod. 16:10); it 
abode upon Mount Sinai while the 
Law, statutes, and judgments were be- 
ing given to Moses (Exod. 4:15-18); it 
filled the Tabernacle (Exod. 40:34); also 
Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 8:10, 11). 
It was last seen by Ezekiel, as it de- 
parted from the Temple and from the 
Mount of Olives (Ezek. 11:23, 24). It 
never rested on Herod’s Temple. It 
was the mystic symbol of the presence 
of the Lord. 

Hence, there was not only an angel 
of the Lord and a multitude of the 
heavenly host present, but God in His 
glory was there! The glory of God re- 
vealed in most marvelous grace to men! 
The event is so profound, one prays 
for ability to grasp it! 

“. . . I bring you good tidings of 
great joy .. .” (Luke 2:10).—Man had 
been tested and tried for 4,000 years— 
and failed under every test. 
man has proved himself utterly unable 
to save himself, God comes out in His 
wondrous love and grace and provides 
the Saviour: A _ lawgiver, judges, 
prophets, and priests had been given 
before, but they could not save. Now 
comes “a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord!” 

Since the Saviour has come, and since 
He died for: our sins, and rose for our 
justification, no one need remain un- 
saved. “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). 


{ 
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I like the incident about’ the young " n to 


man who criticized the preacher for 


for our sins. The young man said: 
“You would do much more good by 
emphasizing the challenge of Jesus as 
master and example.” 

“Would you then be ready,” he was 
asked, “if I preached Christ as ex- 
ample, to follow Him?” “Yes, I would 
follow His steps.” 
the first step. Here it is: ‘Who did 
no sin.’ Can you take that step?” “No, 
I sin; I admit it.” “Then, you do not 
need Christ as example, but as Sav- 
jour!” 

“And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying .. .” 
(Luke 2:17).—The shepherds believed 
the good tidings of great joy, they went 
to Bethlehem, saw for themselves, and 
then spread it abroad. We see by 
faith today; then it is our privilege 
and responsibility to tell others. Are 
we doing it? If not, why not? In this 
day of tracts and radio, one person 
can give the “good tidings” to many 
thousands. : 

“_.. preaching the word to none but 
unto the Jews only” (Acts 11:19).— 
Thank God, and pray for those who 
preach the Word to the Jews; but the 
preaching of the “good tidings” must 
not be limited to them. “Repentance 
and remission of ‘sins. should be 
preached in his name among all na- 
tions . . .” (Luke 24:47).. Thank God, 
and pray for missionaries to foreign 
countries, as well as for home workers. 
Thank God, and pray for all who are 
translating the Scriptures into lan- 
guages where it does not exist as yet. 

Dr. A. J. Gordon said, “Though our 
task is not to bring all the world to 
Christ, our task is unquestionably to 
bring Christ to all the world.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNs 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 


“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
“Q Little Town of Bethlehem” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
loving Father, whose greatest gift is 
the Saviour, we thank Thee for Him 
and all the difference His coming has 
meant to the world. Make all His peo- 
ple more trustful and obédient to Him. 
Especially help us, O Father, that we 
may be faithful Christians whose lives 
will speak well of.their Saviour. Bless 
our missionaries as they tell the good 
tidings to people ignorant of it. Use 
this lesson to stir Christians to greater 
effort to get the Gospel to all people. 
Show each of us how we may best help 
in this and make us willing to do it. 
Make this season one of Christian joy 
in our hearts and homes, but keep us 
mindful of those in trouble and guide 
us in giving them help and comfort. 
Keep in our mind the words of our 
Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give 
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n to receive,” and may we gladly 
ourselves anew to Him and to 
“Hinose deeds of love and service He'sets 
‘Hiefore us. Grant these and all needed 
mercies for His dear sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our Golden Text 
the angel describes the coming of our 
Saviour as “good tidings . . . which 
thall be to all people.” In sending the 
lord Jesus, God did something for all 
pople. But right away the angel nar- 
rows it down to his hearers and says, 


A SAVIOUR FO 


Unto you is born .. . a Saviour.” 
Christ is for all people, but that must 
mean Christ is for you, for me. 

Some of us here today may see 
dearly that Christianity has done much 
good wherever it has been widely re- 
ceived. We know that even where 
Christianity is not generally accepted, it 
frees people from things that darken 
life greatly. We are glad we were 
nt born in a heathen land. But for 
all that, we may not be real Christians. 
We know about Christ, and His teach- 
ings keep us from some bad and harm- 
ful ways. But we do not know Him as 
our own Lord and Saviour. We heed 
some of His teachings, yet often we fail 
and mostly because we have never 
asked Him to save and keep us. We 
need to hear the message, “Unto you 
isborn ... a Saviour” and to ask, “What 
am I doing about Him?” If you just 
view Him with respect from a distance 
and have never asked Him to save and 
keep you, then you are missing out on 
His power to change your life. If you 
have never thanked the Lord Jesus for 
coming, living, teaching, and dying for 
you, do so today and give yourself to 
Him to be His froni now on. Then do 
your part to get the Gospel to all peo- 
ple still in need of Him. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when a little over one 
hundred years ago it was an- 
hounced in the Edison home that a boy 
was born and his name was Tom, it was 
a great day for the world. It was a 
great day for you and me—though we 
Were not yet born. Think a minute 
how it would be without the electric 
light, now illuminating practically 
every city and town in the world. At 
the touch of a button in millions of 
homes and halls and offices .and facto- 
Ties darkness is turned into day. It is 
wonderful that the birth of one boy 
Named Tom should mean so much to 
the world. Yet who can say that had 
Edison not been born, no one would 
have discovered the incandescent lamp? 
It was another wonderful day when 
Mr. and Mrs. Watt announged the birth 
of their son, James—a wonderful day 





facture and to haul; 
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for the world and for you and me. 
Think of how many ways steam power, 
through manufacture and transporta- 
tion, adds to our comfort and pleasure. 
Yet who can say that no one would have 
discovered and harnessed this giant to 
serve mankind if James Watt had not 
seen the light of day? 

There was still another wonderful day 
when the Bells announced the birth of 
a boy whom they named Alexander 
Graham—a wonderful day for the 
world and for you and me. How would 
we get on without the telephone? 

But, oh, fellows, the supreme birth- 
day of all time was that which was 
announced by the angels to the shep- 
herds watching their flocks by night 
in the Judean field; it was that birth- 
day, signaled by a glorious star, that 
brought the Wise Men to Bethlehem 
with gifts of gold and frankincense 


and myrrh. The. birth of Jesus Christ. 


means more to the world and to you 
and me than all other birthdays com- 
bined. Those other birthdays brought 
material blessings. The coming of 
Christ into the world not only made 
possible the highest enjoyment of all 
material blessings but—far more im- 
portant—it made possible the most 
wonderful spiritual blessing imaginable, 
and that is the only benefit that can 
endure through life. and eternity. 

It cannot be said that if Jesus had 
not been born some other might have 
brought us salvation and life and joy, 
for “there is none other name under 


heaven given among men, whereby we: 


must’be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Edison was used of God to give us 
light to read by and find our way at 
night; the Lord Jesus gives us light to 
live by and to die by. 

Watt was used of God to give us 
steam power with which to manu- 
Jesus gives us 
power to overcome the evil that would 
destroy us, body and soul. And that 
power is infinitely more necessary. 

Dr. Bell was used of God to supply us 
with the means of speaking and hear- 


ing over long distances; the Lord Jesus. 


Christ gives us connection with God 

and forgiveness; He shortens to whis- 

pering nearness the long distance of 

separation between an outraged Heav- 

enly Father and a disobedient child. 
WHAT A BIRTHDAY! 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


NCE an old man called in a law- 
yer to write his will. He told him 
to write down a legacy of a hundred 
dollars to. this relative, three hundred 
to that one, five hundred to another, 
and so on. Finally the lawyer said, 
“Just a minute, my friend, you don’t 
have enough money to cover all these 
legacies!” The old man answered cheer- 
fully, “I don’t, but this will show my 
good will to my relatives.” 
This morning we will talk about three 
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gifts, all very different from the old 
man’s imaginary ones. 

We will read about the first and 
greatest gift from Luke 2:8-14. When 
God gave His only begotten Son to be 
our Saviour, He gave the most costly 
gift in the universe. If He had given 
a million worlds, that would have been 
as nothing in comparison. But this gift 
was the only one that could open the 
gates of Heaven to sinners such as we. 
When God gave His Son, the shepherds 
on the hillside, the Wise Men from the 
East, and the angels in Heaven were 
deeply stirred. And since that time, 
every believing heart has found the 
Saviour the most precious gift he ever 
received. Yes, this first gift in today’s 
lesson is exceedingly precious! 

We will read about the next two gifts 
in. Acts 11:19-26. As we read these 
verses, let us answer the following ques- 
tions: (1) What was the nationality of 
the great number of people in Antioch 
who turned to the Lord? (2) Whom did 
the Jerusalem church send to Antioch? 
(3) How did Barnabas feel when he saw 
all these Gentile believers? (4) What did 
he exhort them to do? (5) What 
kind of man was _ Barnabas? (6) 
What preacher did Barnabas bring to 
Antioch? (7) How long did Barnabas 
and Saul teach these people? (8) In 
what city were the disciples first called 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Sood News forthe Wertdl 
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Piano Teacher and Glee Club Director 
would like position in elementary or secondary 
school, or a$ private teacher. Formerly served in 
Methodist school as piano and glee club teacher. 
Write Adv. No. 955, The Sun 4 School Times 
Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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YOUR TRIP 
IMMENSELY! WHEATON 
= TOURS 
— EACH 
|| YEAR 


1. Spring Bible Lands Cruise—March 

2. Summer Bible Lands Cruise—June 

3. Europe and Scandinavia—July 

4. South America—July 

Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468 * WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
Department T129 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKEIS 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 
revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers have 
been completed and you can now purchase exact copies at the 
following low prices POSTPAID: 











ist Reader .-- $2.25 4th Reader .. . $3.25 
2nd Reader . ... $2.50 5th Reader .. .- $3.50 
3rd Reader . .. $2.75 6th Reader ... .. $3.75 





OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-12, Rowan, lowa 





Rocky Mountain Bible Institute 


(Co-educational) 
@ Pastoral Ministry @ Missions 
@ Christian work (general) 


(Earn a 2 or 3 year Bible diploma, 
B.R.E., or B.Th.) 


“Founded on the Rock at the Foot of the Rockies” 


Campus—4700 Kendrick, Golden 
P.O. Box 3344, Alcott Station, Denver 12, Colo. 





RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
A Christian Secondary School 


Write for catalogue, rates, etc. 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSE 
Dr. John J. McCall, President 
RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
Shark River Hills, Neptune, N. J, 
“Where Christ Is Honored” 

Grades 7-12 





SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


i. 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 


A Faith Work 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 


BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 





ev. F. V. Dabold 
Founder- Director 





PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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Christians? (9) What did these new 
Christians do when they heard of the 
Judean famine? (10) By whom did 
they send their gifts to Jerusalem? 

The persecuted Jews who were scat- 
tered from Jerusalem, after the stoning 
of Stephen, had brought a most precious 
gift to Antioch. They brought those 
Gentiles the Gospel message. This was 
not a cheap gift. If you have witnessed 
for Christ, most likely you were laughed 
at or snubbed, but in those days Christ’s 
witnesses were in physical danger as 
well. Furthermore, Gentiles were their 
natural enemies. It takes more grace 
to try to win your enemies to Christ 
than to tell your friends. But in spite 
of everything, these converted Jews 
brought the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

A year or two later, these Antioch 
Christians gave as much as they were 
able, to help the Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem. How the hearts of Barna- 
bas and Saul must have thrilled as they 
carried this money to Jerusalem! They 
knew that the Jews had given the 
Gospel message to the Gentiles for the 
love of Christ; now these Gentiles were 
giving their money to feed Jewish be- 
lievers, also for the love of Christ. 
How precious all this was to the heart 
of God! 

Here is the story for someone to tell 
next time: 


Girts ExCHANGED BETWEEN JEWS 
‘ AND GENTILES 


Some of the Christians who had fled 
from persecution in Jerusalem traveled 
as far as Antioch and preached the 
Gospel to the Greeks. A great many 
of these Greeks were saved. When the 
apostles in Jerusalem heard this, they 
sent kind Barnabas to Antioch to see 
if these Gentiles were truly saved. 
When Barnabas met these new be- 
lievers, he could tell that they were 
born again, so he urged them with 
purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord. 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to 
find Saul, who had been converted a 
few years earlier outside Damascus. He 
brought Saul to Antioch, and these 
apostles had meetings and Bible classes 
for a whole year with these Gentile 
believers. The people of Antioch be- 
gan to call their converted fellow citi- 
zens Christians, and that name has ap- 
plied to born-again believers ever 
since. 

At the end of this year of Bible 
teaching, a prophet named Agabus came 
from Jerusalem to Antioch and told 
the Christians that there was going to 
be a world-wide famine. Immediately 
these Gentile Christians decided that 
they would give all that they could to 
send relief to the poor Judean Chris- 
tians. So they took up a collection for 
this purpose and gave it to Saul ‘and 
Barnabas to take to Jerusalem for them. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun-' 
day hool Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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We will close our lesson today by 
learning 1 Corinthians 3:14. Some 
we will see these early Christians re. 
warded for what they did out of loy 
and gratitude to God. We, too, know 
that God gave His only begotten Sop 
that we might not perish. What ar 
we giving to show our gratitude for 
this greatest of all gifts? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may pe had upon request from 
the Editors, The :Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St. Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 

he | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
‘Half Has Not Heard.—To all people 
(Luke 2:10, Golden Text). Two thou- 
sand years ago at Bethlehem the angels 
proclaimed good tidings of great joy 
to ALL people, and no doubt they 
would fain have spread their wings 
that very night and spread the news to 
every tribe on earth. But God has 
given that honor to us. While we sing 
“Joy to the World,” let us remember 
that half the world has not yet heard 
that Christ has come. God is waiting 
for US to tell them—From the Sudan 
Witness. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Perfect Bridge—For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 
2:11). If some deep chasm is to be 
bridged, both banks must be brought 
into touch with each other. The en- 
gineer has no difficulty in planting his 
girder or erecting his pier on the near 
side. The triumph is achieved when 
both sides are linked together. Now, 
in the words of Bishop Moule, “A Sav- 
iour not quite God is a bridge broken 
at the farther end.’”—From Harrington 
C. Lees. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


What Do You “Give ’Em”?—Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men (Luke 2:14). A 
young clergyman came home from the 
mission field to see his father who was 
vety ill. The World War was then at 
its height, and during his stay at home 
a new. detachment of troops left his 
city for France. There was the usual 
passionate, almost strained enthusiasm, 
and as the train pulled out the streets 


‘rang out with the familiar, “Give ’em 


hell.” And so they went. Then came 
the day of parting between father and 
son. The young man was saying his 
last farewell. Father and son clasped 
each other’s hand, looked into each 
other’s faces as only those in ‘the pres- 
ence of eternity may look, and as the 
train pulled out the old man murmured, 
like a benediction: “Give ’em Christ, 
lad. Give ’em Christ.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Where God Poured Out His Spirit— 
And some of them were men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, which, when they were 
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come to Antioch, spake unto the Gre- 
cians, preaching the Lord Jesus (Acts 
11:20). Outside of Bristol, England, in 
the seventeen’ forties, was a most de- 
gaded, ignorant community called 
Kingswood, where thousands of people 
lived whom the churches of the city 
considered not worth saving. Looking 
over the situation one day was a young 
preacher full of the Spirit, whose name 
was George Whitefield. Moved by the 
evangelistic fire in his soul, he broke 
all traditions by standing up and 
preaching to them in the open field. At 
first hundreds heard him, then thou- 
sands. He called John Wesley to help 
him, and left the work for Wesley to 
carry on while he went to other fields, 
Regardless of what the church thought, 
Kingswood was a place where God 
chose to pour out His Spirit; where 
thousands were saved, where a chapel 
and school were built and a revolu- 
tionizing Pentecostal movement gave 
England its example—From Higley’s 
Commentary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Same Message.—Preaching the 
Lord Jesus (Acts 11:20). When Spur- 
geon was'criticized for a sameness in his 


are right. It is true that no matter 
where I take my text whether it be 
in the Old Testament or the New, I 
immediately hit across country to Jesus 


grace."—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Welcome Encouragement.— Who, when 
he came, and had seen the grace 
of God, was glad, and exhorted them 
all, that with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord (Acts 11: 
23). A friend of mine started a chil- 
dren’s Good News Club in her home. 
They met one evening a week. -She 
had to earn her living, and wasn’t very 
strong, so she could not visit as much 
as was necessary. Only a very few 
children came, and they were for the 
most part rowdy. My friend became 
discouraged and thought she would quit 
the work. Then something happened 
that greatly encouraged her. A little 
girl, speaking with a broad Scottish 
accent, came to the meeting one eve- 
ning and said: “My mother said I was to 
tell ye she prays a lot for this bairns’ 
meeting, and yourself. I gave ma heart 
to the Lord in Scotland, just before we 
set oot for Canada. Ma mother wants 
to help ye visit, and get all the bairns 
around here that will come to hear the 
good news about Jesus.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


The Gospel According to Wray.—He 
was a good man (Acts 11:24). A man 
called Wray was accepted for service as 
a foreign missionary. He was a 
thoroughly good man, but one who 
learned slowly and with difficulty, and 
when he reached the field of service he 
found it almost beyond his power to 
learn the native language, and his 
attempts to use it only puzzled his hear- 
ers. But though they could not under- 
Stand his talk, they- could understand 











messages, he admitted: “Perhaps they - 


Christ, and preach Him and His saving . 


NOW I GET MORE 
AND GIVE MORE 





My American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement gives me a bigger, more secure 
income...and Ido more for others 


i. You too can get a generous income immediately, as much 

as 7.4%, depending on your present age. 2 
2. You too can get a substantial deduction from your income tax— 
(because this annuity is partly a gift), and your income 

is largely tax exempt. 

3. You too can get the same return regularly as long as you 
live—with no investment worry, no counsel fees, no safety 
deposit box to maintain, no coupons to keep track of. 

4. You too can help others by buying an Annuity Agreement, 
which aids the American Bible Society 
in its vital ministry of providing the 
Scriptures in 193 languages, in 60 
countries of the world. 

GET THIS ANNUITY that blesses you 
and mankind so richly. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Prompt, full. payments 
without fail 
for over a century 














I 
EndWorry | 
With A | 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
on | Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-912, 
A.B.S. | entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Annuity | oii 
Agreement Names Mra. 
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CHRISTIAN HOUSEMOTHER for boys in 
small institution. Phone 5-1458 or write 1100 
Edson Ave., Johnstown, Pa. 


FELLOWSHIP HOUSE: 4 christian home. 


Fifteen minutes to the Gulf Beaches; near excellent 
restaurants; lovely clean rooms; tile baths. For 
information or reservations write: Fellowship 
House, 4226 Dartmouth Ave. North, St. Peters- 
burg, Florida. 











BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
; Jansen E. Hartman, President 
EVANGELICAL PREMILLENNIAL 


Offering three-year courses in Theology, Mis- 
sions, and Christian Education. 


Further information given on request 














HELP TO REACH SOULS IN 
DARKNESS! 


Your prayers and gifts can help missionaries in 
India, Philippines, Pakistan, Iran and East 
Africa to give light to those that sit in dark- 
ness. Christian literature projects and Bible 
training are essential. Write for free copy of 
“Eastern Challenge’? on interesting reports 
direct from missionaries. 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS, INC. 

234 Bergen Avenue Jersey City 5, N. J. 





52 NEW CHURCH 


BULLETINS in color 





" New, inspirational, beautiful! 
anf |. * A different, colorful Bible-art 
or Kodachrome cover every 

week. Full-color featured every 

month. More beautiful bulle- 

—— > tins......100 for only 95¢ 


ME. 
Send for FREE Brochure today, Dept. S.S.12 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 











PARADISE PLANTATION 


by Robert Meredith Stevens 
Snuggled in the heart of Old Virginia, lush green 
fields and old rail fence, stone mill, rebel smell of 
boxwood—all in this new devotional book. om a 
cal. Highly favorable review in Albuquerque, N. M., 
Tribune. See for yourself. Nine full page illustra- 
tions. Beautifully bound in maroon cloth with gold 
lettering. Send $3.23. 
McBEE and BLACK PUBLISHING CO. 

204 N_ Floral Stréet Visalia, California 


Get MORE from your BIBLE 


with BROOKS’ 


IBLE WORK 
BOOKS 


This famous series by Dr. Keith 
L. Brooks follows the question- 
answer method: references are 
ven— you make your own de 
luctions. Start with— 
Basic Bible Work 30c 
Bible Principles of Prayer 30c¢ 
Christian Character Course 30c¢ 
Creation Studies—Gen. 1-2 35¢ 


These and more advance 





Dr. Brooks 


courses obtainable from your dealer or direct. 
Book bulletin and literature FREE 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., 22° Anoetes “41 


came by an angel! 
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his walk. One day when, according to 
the custom of those parts, a little circle 
of men was seated on the ground around 
one of their missionaries, somebody 
asked what it meant to be a Christian. 
None could answer, but finally one 
pointed to where this young man sat, 
and replied, “It is to live as Mr. Wray 
lives.” Not one of them could read the 
Gospel according to Matthew, to Mark, 
to Luke, or to John; but they could 
read the Gospel according to Wray.— 
From the Methodist Recorder. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


a8 
For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Good News for the World 
(Luke 2:8-14) 
OW did you get the news of 
(Mention some outstanding recent 
item—as I write this, it is the Russian 


? 





rocket ‘landing on the moon. Discuss 
briefly the usual media: newspapers, 
radio, television, personal contact.) 


Some news is good, some bad. But the 
greatest good news that ever came, 
(On a dark back- 
ground place an angel surrounded by 
a cloud of light.) 

It may seem like old news to us now. 
Yet it is -so exciting that five days 
from now we are keeping a holiday in 
memory of it. Remember! not a holi- 
day for a tree and gifts! a holiday for 
good news! Good news that sets us 
free! Remember the story of the Lib- 
erty Bell and the Declaration of In- 
dependence? Imagine the joy if East 
Germany or Hungary should receive 
the news that they were free from 
Russian control! 

Even though our country is free, yet 
you may be a slave! No, I do not 
mean you are a slave in prison to a 
cruel master because you have to go to 
school! No, I do not mean you are a 
slave because you have to mind your 
parents! 
puzzled on that as well as you (John 
8:33, 34. Put each reference in this 
paragraph, lettered in light crayon or 
chalk, on the dark backgréund.) I 
would .guess that ‘if you think school 
is a prison and your parents are cruel 
monsters, probably you are a slave to 
sin, and that is what makes the trou- 
ble! Look for your real master in the 
last part of Hebrews 2:14. Here is 
what the Lord Jesus said to people 
who thought they were free but were 
not (John 8:44). Revelation tells us 
where the Devil and all his slaves and 
children are going (Rev. 20:10, 15). And 
if you think you are good enough to 
escape, just look in Romans 3:9, 10, 
23. 

(Add figures of the shepherds.) Let 
us look carefully at the angel’s Christ- 
mas message and see if it is for us as 
well as the shepherds. “Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy.” (Letter 
each part of the Memory Verse, Luke 
2:10, 11, on light-colored strips of paper 
and attach near the angel.) Now see 
if the message is for you. “Which shall 


The Lord Jesus had grownups : 
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be to all people.” Right here God is 
giving away His Christmas secret that 
we talked about last Sunday! His 
Christmas present ‘is for everybody— 
Jew, Gentile, you! Now comes the rea] 
news! “For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour.” Tp 
get away from the. Devil and his sin in 
our hearts, we have to have a Saviour, 
we cannot get away ourselves, no mat- 
ter how hard we try. At last He had 
come, after hundreds of years of prom- 
ises, which began on the day that Satan 
got Adam and Eve to sin, bringing the 
curse of sin upon all their children, 

Suppose you went skating in disobe- 
dience to your parents. The ice was 
too thin, and you were swallowed up 
in the dark, cold water. Suppose a 
man risked his life over that thin ice 
and rescued you, saved you. How much 
worse a death our Saviour has saved 
us from! “Which is Christ the Lord.” 
He is God’s own Son, a King come to 
rescue us! He is Lord, too—that means 
boss! And what a good Master He is 
to work for! Read Acts 12 this week 
to see men serving these two different 
masters. 

The shepherds believed the angel’s 
message and went to look for the baby 
Saviour, “wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” (Add manger.) 
We look at the Christmas manger, and 
then we look away to the Good Friday 
cross (replace angel by cross) and 
the Easter Resurrection (Resurrection 
scene); and we know He has conquered 
death, beaten the Devil, and can save 
us. Have you made Him your Saviour? 
And Lord? Sing “Joy to the World.” 
Award a star for the last Memory 
Verse. 

Orono, MAINE. 


ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


LICE and Edith were excited. They 

were going Christmas caroling! 
All of the children in their Primary 
Department were going. They had 
never gone before. So this was an 
extra special treat. They hurried to 
the church. They could scarcely wait. 
Not only were they going caroling but 
they were going to spend the whole 
evening with their dear Sunday school 
teachers. Alice declared, “Miss Agnes 
is the best teacher in all the world!” 

Edith loved Miss Agnes, too. But 
she was emphatic with, “I know you 
love your teacher. And I do, too, ’cause 
I love to hear her tell all about her 
work in Africa. It must be wonderful 
to be a missionary. But I think no 
one could have a nicer teacher than I 
have. Miss Glick is wonderful.” 

Just talking about their teachers 
made the girls’ faces glow. They 
walked faster, eager to see their 
teachers, eager to be on their way to 
sing carols to the sick, the lonely, and 
the poor. As they neared the church, 
each dashed to her own teacher, giving 
a quick, loving hug. 
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. sing 





The girls tumbled into the cars to 
which they were assigned. What fun 
they had! How well they sang! The 
words were strong and clear: “Silent 
Night, Holy Night.” Then, “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” Edith’s voice rose 
above the rest, it seemed, as they sang, 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” The 
group repeated the songs at each new 
place. 


On their way back to the church for 
hot chocolate and cookies, Alice turned 
to Edith. “I surely loved to hear you 
‘Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.’ 
I know the words, but I don’t know 
what they mean. You sing them as if 
you really knew what each line meant. 
Will you explain them to me, please? 
What does it mean when it says, ‘God 
and sinners reconciled’?” 


“Oh, I wish you could have seen the 
pictures that Miss Agnes showed us 
when she taught it to us. She explained 
all about everything. As Miss Agnes 
said, the word ‘reconciled’ is one that 
we do not often hear—especially when 
we are little. She told us that some- 
times a husband and his wife have a 
disagreement. He might get so angry 
that he would pack up his things and 
leave home _ Later, when they both 
realized how foolish they were, they 
would make up and go back together to 
live happily. When that happens it is 
said that they are reconciled. 


“In the very beginning of things, God 
made everything perfect. But after 
Adam sinned, everything was changed. 
Adam was not able to walk and talk 
with God as he had done before. He 
was afraid of God. How sad God was 
when that happened! For hundreds 
of years after that, God kept looking 
forward to the time when He would 
be able to have fellowship with people. 
On the very first Christmas Day, the 
angels announced to the shepherds that 
God’s Son was born. God, who had 
created everything everywhere, came 
to the earth in His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Lord Jesus came to earth, 
leaving beautiful, wonderful Heaven. 
He was born in the poorest of all places 
—a stable. He came for only one rea- 
son. He came so that once again God 
and His people could enjoy being with 
each other. But it was not the life of 
the Lord Jesus that changed every- 
thing. It was His death that changed 
everything. When He died, He took 
the punishment for-the sin of the world. 
Because He came to earth, because He 
died, because He rose again and lives 
forever in Heaven, we who have re- 
ceived Him as our Saviour are ‘recon- 
ciled’ to God. Do you understand?” 


Alice assured Edith that she did un- 
derstand and listened intently as Edith 
continued to explain the hymn line by 
line. (Teacher: We suggest that you 
take this opportunity to explain the 
Teal significance of Christmas as re- 
vealed in this meaningful carol. It is 
Tich in teaching.) Ever after that, 
Alice’s favorite carol was “Hark! the 
aerale Angels Sing.” I hope it is yours, 

0! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Here’s my counsel 


to fellow 


Christians 








“We'd like to put our money 
in the Lord’s work, but we need 
the income from it” 


(—and if you are faced with the same problem, perhaps you’d 
be interested in hearing what I tell these Christian friends) 


I know of a very satisfying solution that will enable you to give to the Lord’s 
work—and to receive a regular, secure income, too. 

I can recommend two plans which have been well received by many 
Christian men and women—both provide generous returns on your money, 
and without risk of any kind. 


Income for Life... 


The first is Moody Annuities, which assure you of a guaranteed income 
(up to 814%, depending on your age) as long as you live. These annuities 
are backed by all the resources of Moody Bible Institute. The Institute has 
never been late, or missed a single payment in more than 50 years. 

Unlike stocks which vary with market fluctuations, annuity payments 
are always the same, regardless of economic conditions. Annuity checks 
come regularly, annually or semi-annually, as you prefer ...no investment 
problems, no fees to pay, a truly worry-free income—and much of it is tax 
exempt. 


Deposit Agreement Plan... 


is my other recommendation for you. This plan enables you to place 
surplus funds in the Lord’s work—with the privilege of withdrawal in case 
of emergency. Deposits (in multiples of $100) may be made at any time. 
Current rate of interest on this plan is 314% per year. This plan is also 
backed by all the resources of the Institute. . 

With either plan, you’ll have peace of mind, plus the joy of sharing in 
Moody’s many Christ-honoring ministries . .. knowing that your money is 
being used to help train missionaries, pastors and other church workers... 
and to proclaim the gospel through the printed word, gospel-science films, 
daily broadcasts and the other varied ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 

I heartily recommend both plans for your consideration and would sug- 
gest that you 


MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION 














qm ome ine ane mm come ane cS GS com Gm ee GS eS oe oe ieee 
Write: Annuity Department Dept. S-9-41-1 1 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE | 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois | 
Please send me, without obligation, complete information relating to: | 

0 Moody Annuity Plan.° (0 Moody Deposit Agreements. O) Wills. | 

Name. Age. | 
Address 
City. Zone. State. | 

' 
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S. Bibles We have the new pocket 
copild size as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


NORMAN CLAYTON'S 
FAVORITES No. 2 70¢ 


96 pages—I Never Walk Alone 
Ring the Bells— Evening Prayer 
If We Could See Beyond Today 
NORMAN CLAYTON PUBLISHING CO. 
97 Hillsdale Rd., Great Barrington, Mass. 
When answering advertisements 


please mention 
The Sunday School Times . 














UNUSUAL MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY 





TO assist with your tithes and offerings in a Chris- 
tian maternity shelter for unmarried mothers and 
their babies seeking to rehabilitate lives, and bring 
about a change through personal relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Write for Brochure 
HEARTSEASE HOME FOR WOMEN AND BABIES 
413 EAST Sist STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 














CAN YOU ANSWER 


Jehovah's Witnesses? 
YOU CAN! 


Use the new booklet, 

“Another Gospel” writ- 

ten by the author of the 

' book “Thirty Years A 

-, Watchtower Slave.” 

15 for $1— 100 for $5 
The book — $2.95 
LIFE MESSENGERS 






W. J. Schnell 
The p orem Box 1967-S Seattle 11, Wash. 


CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 





Working in five fields: Madras State, Andhra, 
United Provinces, West and East Pakistan. 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 
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A big 12 by 18 inch Pace calendar with a 
different cartoon each month. 
Single copy 35¢; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies $3.50; 
25 copies $7.00; 50 copies $12.50. 
FAITHFUL WORDS PUBLISHING CO. 
2116 S. Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 4, Mo. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 945) 


1. Because King David was born 
there. 

2. He is “a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 

3. It was unusual to find a little baby 
in'a manger intended as a feeding 
trough for cattle. But more, it was as- 
tonishing to find “Christ the Lord” in 
such a place. 

4. Because He is the Prince of Peace 
(Isa. 9:6), and when men receive Him 
as Saviour they make their peace with 
God. 

5. The persecution that followed the 
death of Stephen (Acts 11:19). 

6. He was “a good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith” (v. 24). 

7. That “with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord” (v. 23). 

8. They united with the church in 
worship (presumably as leaders), and 
taught the people (v. 26). 

9. In Antioch, by residents of the 
city (v. 26). 

10. “Prophets” and “elders” (vv. 27, 
30). 

MepiA, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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Giving Is Glorious 
(John 3:14-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE emphasis in presenting this 

Christmas topic to your group is to 
be upon the glorious aspect of giving, 
and ‘the supreme example of giving as 
seen in God’s gift of His Son. Since 
“God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness, and 
truth,” His capacity for loving is im- 
measurable and the gift of His own 
Son paradoxically measures the im- 
measurable. God “so loved .. . that he 
gave.” Because there was no limit to 
His love, there was likewise no limit 
to His gift—the most precious thing 
that He had. 

wg 

Therefore, our response to God’s love 
and His gift must be all that we have 
and are. Anything less ‘than that is 
unworthy of such a love and such a 
gift. 

we 

In his classic, “Friendship, the Master 
Passion,” H. Clay Trumbull points out 
that true love is not based upon love 
returned or desired. It may indeed 
beget love, and in this sense make the 
affection reciprocal, but it will be just 
as true and strong though the one who 


' 


loves is not loved in return, or if his 
love is unrecognized. Therefore we 
read in John 15:16, “Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you and or- 
dained you.” And in 1 John 4:10, 
“Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 


bd 


God’s love toward man, as we have 
seen, is full and free and without limit. 
In like manner, the love He implants 
in our hearts when we believe on Him 
and yield ourselves to Him (2 Cor. 8: 
2-5) is never calculating or stingy, but 
a love like His love. The Lord Jesus 
said to His disciples, “As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love. ... This is my 
commandment, That ye love one an- 
other, as I have loved you” (John 15: 
9-12). 

we 

Such love in our hearts includes joy 
—a full joy (John 15:11), and this joy 
is reflected into the hearts of others, 
so that our giving, not only at Christ- 
mas time but all through the year, can 
be and should be a glorious experience, 
for it is done for Christ’s sake and for 
His honor and glory. 

we 


Is this the background and motiva- 
tion of your giving? It can be, and it 
can remove from your giving all 
thought of what may be received in re- 
turn, or any feeling of compulsion that 
mars and demeans so much of giving at 
the Christmas season. 

ve 

Like the giving of the Macedonians 
(2 Cor. 8:2-5), our giving out of hearts 
filled with love for God will include 
not only the gift but ourselves, follow- 
ing the example of God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus. You will remember 
that James Russell Lowell, in his “Vi- 
sion of Sir Launfal,” puts these words 
on the lips of the Christ: 


Not what we give, but what we share,— 
For the gift without the giver is bare; 

Who gives himself with his feeds three,— 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 


Children at Home 


Christmas Gifts, Limited 
By Mamie C, Knepper 


66 EY, fellows!” Johnny Moore 

dashed out of the house on the 
way to school. Dan and Fritz, a short 
distance down the road, turned and 
waited for him. 

“What are you so excited about?” 
asked Fritz. 

“Christmas, of course. I can hardly 
wait,” answered Johnny, picking up 4 
handful of snow. 

“It’s two whole weeks yet. What are 
you getting, that you’re all steamed up 
about?” asked Dan. 

“There’s one thing I’m sure of, from 


December 5, 1959 
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me to me. Skates! I’ve got all the 
money saved to buy them—when Dad 
can take me to town,” answered Johnny. 

“How much do. they cost?” inquired 
Dan. 

“Twelve whole dollars, the .ones I 
want. It took a long time to save up 
for them, but they’re the best,” replied 
Johnny. 

“I want a camera. That costs a lot. 
I’ve saved five dollars, but that doesn’t 
help much. I have to buy presents for 
the family,” said Fritz. 

“I want records, lots of them, and 
I’ve only three dollars saved,” com- 
plained Dan, as they entered the School- 
yard. Ben Howard followed them in. 

“Where’s Clara?” asked Johnny, join- 
ing Ben. 

“She couldn’t come. Snow’s too deep. 
She has holes in her galoshes, and her 
shoe-soles are ‘thin,’ answered Ben as 
the bell rang. 

Only two weeks until Christmas. It 
was hard for Johnny to keep his mind 
on lessons. But the money for the 
skates was safe at home. He had 
nothing to worry about. He settled 
himself to study. At the end of the 


’ day he raced home ahead of every- 


body, to count his precious money once 
more. 

The next day the roads were cleared. 
Ben’s sister Clara was at school. On the 
way home that afternoon the boys and 
girls were talking about Christmas 
again. ‘ 

“I hope the pond will freeze good 
and solid,” said Johnny. 

Clara and Ben had been listening 
silently. Now Clara said: 

“We can’t have much of a,Christmas. 
Mother’s been sick for so long, and the 
doctor’s bill is so big. I need new 
galoshes, but there isn’t any money. 
Not even for a Christmas dinner.” 

“Well,” said Ben, “I’d settle for a pair 
of gloves, or somebody to sew up my 
pockets.” He thrust his red, chapped 
hands deeper into his jacket pockets, 
and turned them inside out to show the 
holes in the lining. 

‘Tll sew them up for you tonight,” 
promised Clara. 

“When are you going to town for your 
new skates, Johnny?” asked Dan. 

‘“As soon as Dad gets time to go in. 
Maybe Saturday,” answered Johnny. 

Clara and Ben didn’t talk any more 
after that. When Johnny reached home 
he went slowly into the house. 

“Hey, John, come watch television,” 
called his little brother Dick. But 
Johnny was looking soberly at his 
warm, heavy-soled shoes, as he took 
off his wool gloves and stuffed them 
into his coat pocket. Then he climbed 
the stairs to his room, and took out his 
money box. He spread out twelve one- 
dollar bills on his desk, and sat looking 
at them for a long time. 

Later, at the table, he was unusually 
quiet. He went to bed early. 

Two days passed. On the third day, 
after school, Johnny went over to see 
Fritz, who lived a quarter, of a mile 
away. 

“You know, I don’t seem to want 
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MAKE CHRISTMAS JOY YOURS 


Every Month of the Year 


by sponsoring a homeless Korean orphan 





While thousands of orphans are homeless, cold, starving and dying, these 
happy, well-clothed, well-fed orphans enjoy Christian love and tender care 
in our Christ-honoring, Bible-believing orphanages in war-ravaged Korea. 


Once they were ragged, dirty beggars on the streets. Now each child has an 
American “Mommie and Daddy,” an individual, S.S. Class, Ladies Society, 
Jr. Church, etc., who are THRILLED to sponsor their “own orphan.” It costs only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day to provide food, clothing, schooling, every- 
thing for a child. Think of the Christmas joy YOU will have every month! 


This boy on the right, like thousands of others, 
must beg and steal for an existence—sleeping 
out of doors on the coldest nights—unless 
someone cares! He needs Christ, too! 


ESEA supports well over 2000 orphans in our 
30 Homes. We are prepared to take in and 
care for 500 more IF we get the new sponsors. 
YOU can save a life and a soul. Write or phone 
us NOW. What a great BLESSING it will be to ‘ “ 
YOU and to a homeless lost child! Typical ragged homeless orphan boy 





THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 


C1 YES, | want to “adopt” a [] boy LD girl for one year. With God’s help, | will send 
$8 a month. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address and story. | understand 
| may continue after one year if | wish to. 


C0 I cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $.............. 
( Please send me further information. 


Gifts of any t are w 





Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. ST-12 4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 
Telephone: Gladstone 6-6181 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


OVER 2,000,000 

: SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 
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AUTHOR’S PERSONAL EDITION! 






from Watchtower darkness 


INTO THE 
LIGHT OF 
CHRISTIANITY 


The basic doctrines of 
the Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses in the light of 
Scripture. $2.95 
A BAKER BOOK HOUSE PUBLICATION 
Sold by all Christian Booksellers 





When answering advertisements 
please mention 
The Sunday School Times. 
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For All the Family | 


Scripture Text 
Calendar 
First and Foremost 


For more than 45 years 
the Messenger SCRIPTURE 
TEXT CALENDAR has 
brought inspiration, 
beauty and instruction 
to homes throughout 
the world. Bible verses 
for every day, 13 full 
color religious art re- 
productions, the 
story of each picture 

and “a year with 

the Bibie’’on every 
page. No one can esti- 
.Mate the daily Chris- 
tian influence of this 
calendar in your home. 


PRICES 
Single copy 45c 
3 copies §$ 1.25 
12 copies 4.50 
25 copies 7.78 
50 copies 15.00 
100 copies 27.00 


Prices in larger quan- 
tities upon request. 


Church imprint if wanted. 


Ask to see Messenger’s 
: Boxed Art Assortment 
of Scripture Text Christmas and Everyday Cards. 


Order Messenger’s calendars and Cards 
through your denominational publishing 
house or Christian bookstore. 


MESSENGER CORPORATION 


DEPT. ST AUBURN, INDIANA 
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those skates so much- now,” he told 
Fritz. I keep thinking about Ben and 
Clara. We all have good gloves and 


shoes and warm clothes to wear, but 
they are cold. They can’t have a 
Christmas tree, or anything. They can’t 
even buy the things they need to wear. 
What can we do?” ; 

Just then Dan whistled outside. Fritz 
called him in. 

“Let’s go up to my room, fellows,” he 
said, leading the way upstairs. 

It was nearly suppertime when 
Johnny went home. He was hungry as 
a bear. After supper he stayed in the 
kitchen and talked to his mother while 
she cleared away the dishes. 

“Now, Mom, you won’t tell anybody 
—except Dad—-will you?” he asked, as 
he started upstairs to study. 

“No, Son, I won’t tell anyone,” prom- 
ised Mrs. Moore, smiling. 

When Johnny’s father made a trip to 
town later in the week, Johnny did 
not go, but his mother did. She carried 
a shopping list Johnny had given her. 
That afternoon he, Fritz, and Dan hiked 
to the woods about a mile away. It 
was dark when they returned. 

Two weeks can pass quickly when 
people are busy. School closed for the 
Christmas holidays. There was a pro- 
gram and a big lighted tree at the 
church one evening. Mrs. Howard was 
a little better, so Clara and Ben were 
there. As Johnny and his family 
started home, Fritz called him aside. 
“Don’t forget to wear your mask, boy,” 
he whispered. Johnny nodded. 

Then it was the day before Christ- 
mas. In Johnny’s home there was a 
nice tree, beautifully trimmed. His 
grandparents arrived to spend the holi- 
days. Just before supper Johnny 
cleaned up and put on his best suit. 
When he was dressed he took a look in 
his money box. There were only seven 
one-dollar bills in it now, but Johnny 
didn’t seem to mind. He went down- 
stairs whistling. 


There was no snow on the ground, 


but the sky had been gray all day. 
Clouds hung low at dusk. Some time 
after dark a farm truck pulled up in 
front of the small white house where 
the Howards lived. Mr. Moore was 
driving. A few snowflakes fell as a 
silent group of boys and girls climbed 
out and filed slowly along the walk to 
the front door. They wore masks made 
of brown. paper bags covering their 
heads, with holes cut for eyes and 
mouth. 

Fritz led the way. He had magnifi- 
cent whiskers of white cotton glued to 
his mask. He carried a small fir tree, 
trimmed with colored balls and orna- 
ments. It was fastened to a wood base, 
which was covered with dark green 
crepe paper. Artificial snow was 
sprayed over the tree, and a shining 
star decorated the topmost branch. 

Next came Johnny, with two pack- 
ages. One held a pair of galoshes, the 
other warm wool gloves. Following 
him walked Dan, with a large basket. 
In it were a roast chicken, a mince 
pie, fresh-baked rolls, nuts, and candy. 
Dan’s sister was next, with a large box 
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of popcorn, and a smaller box of Christ- 
mas cookies. Johnny’s brother Dick 
brought up the rear with a jar of 
cranberry sauce. All the packages were 
wrapped in bright paper and tied with 
ribbon. : 

Johnny rang the doorbell. Ben 
opened the door, and without a sound 
the procession filed into the house, 
through the living room, into the din- 
ing room where Fritz set the tree care- 
fully on the table. One by one the 
other children placed their gaily 
wrapped packages around it, with the 
big basket on a chair close by. 

Clara and Ben watched, round-eyed 
with astonishment, while the silent pro- 
cession turned and filed out the way it 
had come. Just before Fritz closed the 
door, all the children shouted, 

“Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas!” 

Then they tore off their masks, ran 
to the truck and climbed in. The truck 
sped away through the swiftly falling 
snow. - 

CoLuMBus, OHIO. 


ye 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Christmas, An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art, Volume 
29. Edited by Randolph E. Haugan. 
(Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis; 
gift edition, $1.50; library edition, $3.50.) 


Opening with the Christmas story from 


Luke and Matthew in the King James 
Version, profusely and colorfully illus- 
trated, this 29th annual “Christmas” con- 
tains a wealth of yuletide reading and 
pictures. It follows the pattern set by 
the preceding volumes which have 
proved so acceptable to the Christian 
public. The featured “picture story” 
this year is entitled, “Once again it’s 
Christmas—times have changed, but the 
spirit remains the same.” It occupies 
eight pages on which are drawings and 
captions contrasting elements in the 
Christmas celebration of sixty years ago 
with those of today. One section of 
the book is devoted to Christmas 
customs in a number of European coun- 
tries and England, another to “Ameri- 
can Christmas Carols and Hymns,” with 
the music and words of a Huron Indian 
Carol, of two old and well-loved hymns, 
and three new ones just composed in 
1959. A poignant story, “Not One For- 
gotten,” is of interest to young and old. 
The pictorial frontispiece of the volume 
is President Eisenhower’s Gettysburg 
Farm in water color. The beautifully 
illustrated section on “Christmas Greens 
and Flowers” is a real delight, while a 
pieture of small children with the poem 
by Grace Noll Crowell, “Except Ye 
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Become,” forms an appealing conclu- 
sion to this 68-page Christ-honoring 
American Annual of Christmas. 


Our Christmas Story. By Mrs. Billy 
Graham. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, New 
York 17; $2.50.) The point of the word 
“our” in the title of this attractively 
printed little book is that the eight 
chapters follow the story as it is told 
in the Graham home where there are 
five children. The first chapter is 
“Christmas at Our House,” a descrip- 
tion of the way it is celebrated there. 
Then Mrs. Graham goes back to Genesis 
to trace the whole story of redemption 
until the coming of Christ. Being a 
mother herself, she uses language that 
can easily be understood by the chil- 
dren. The way of salvation is made 
quite clear. Since the Bible back- 
ground for the Christmas story is here 
given, this is an unusual book and one 
that would be welcome in every Chris- 
tian home. It is illustrated with colored 
drawings, and there is a good picture 
of Mrs. Graham, with an outline of her 
life, on the inside flap of the jacket. 


One Vision Only. By Carolyn L. Can- 
field. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.95.) 
Mrs. Canfield, a retired missionary of 
the China Inland Mission, has written 
with skill and warmly sympathetic un- 
derstanding the biography of Mrs. Iso- 
bel Kuhn, another C.I1.M. missionary 
whom she knew well and who died 
March 20, 1957. Mrs. Kuhn was a brave 
woman who with her husband worked 
among the Lisu tribespeople in Western 
China. Parts one and three of this 
book—“The Vision Sighted” and “The 
Vision -Realized”—are Mrs. Canfield’s 
writing, while the second part, “The 
Vision Pursued,” contains seventeen 
chapters from Mrs. Kuhn’s unpublished 
writings. Mrs. Canfield has given the 
details of Isobel’s home life and edu- 
cation, and of the closing years when 
she finally knew that she had the 
dreaded disease, cancer, which took her 
life. But still she was brave, keeping 
on with her writing of books and her 
unusual missionary letters. Here is the 
life story of a modern pioneer mission- 
ary, working, living, and traveling in 
hard circumstances in faraway places, 
yet keeping in touch with the home- 
land by her eagerly read books and 
lively circular letters and giving a 
cheerful testimony to the sustaining 
grace of the Lord Jesus. This will be 
encouraging reading for all Christian 
workers and of interest to all believers. 


From Teens to Marriage. By Reuben 
D. Behlmer. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; $1.95.) “Dear Teenager,” be- 
gins Professor Behlmer in his introduc- 
tion to this study of the changing and 
changeable adolescent group. Having 
shown the need for a purposeful under- 
Standing of this group, the author then 
Considers the various problems it meets 
in home, school, and in religion. Hered- 
ity is explained along with its influence 
on personality. Then follows the story 
of life with correlative information, us- 
ing scientific names for the reproductive 
organs and processes. Several pages are 
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FRESH AND TANTALIZING FROM MOODY PRESS 


for the high school crowd 


DEAR ANN 
By Elizabeth W. Strachan. From an older sister in college 
to Ann in high school. Warm good sense. $2.00 


A STUDENT PLUS : 
By Angelyn Dantuma. College freshman or high school 
senior is challenged to choose a life above the average. $2.00 


STRAIGHT DOWN A CROOKED LANE 

By Francena Arnold. A favorite author with a story of high 
school sweethearts who learn that God’s ways are never 
crooked, ‘and they are always best. $3.50 


for devotional reading 


THE HEAVENS DECLARE 

By Dr. Maurice T. Brackbill, director of Vesper Heights 
Observatory at Eastern Mennonite College. For your friend 
who is interested in astronomy. $2.75 


ONE VISION ONLY 

By Carolyn Canfield. The biography of Isobel Kuhn of China 
Inland Mission. It reflects the deep spiritual insights of Mrs. 
Kuhn’s dedicated life as revealed in her everyday experiences 
with God. $2.95 


BY SEARCHING 

The autobiography of Mrs. Isobel Kuhn. It goes back to the 
girlhood and college years, into those experiences that laid 
the foundation for the later years of fruitfulness. $2.95 


ROMANS FOR THE CHILDREN’S HOUR 

By Kenneth Taylor. Truths from the book of Romans (and 
I and II Timothy) in language that children can grasp. Ideal 
for family devotions. $2.95 | 


for the lady of the house 

MOMMIE OF THE MIXING BOWL 

By Belva Murphy. “Mommie” of nine children and known 
to a multitude of readers across the country through her 
Moody Monthly column “Out of the Mixing Bowl.” $3.50 
AT HOME WITH THE MURPHYS ‘ 
By Belva Murphy. The story of a minister’s family who 
enjoy being just that—a Christian home with a sense of the 
presence of God in everyday things. $2.50 


HER HEART AND HOME 

By Ruth Stoltzfus. Chapters taken from a series of radio 
broadcasts for mothers and homemakers. Interesting and 
practical. ° $3.00 


for the man on your list 


GOD HOLDS THE KEY 
By Geoffrey Bull, author of “When Iron Gates Yield.” Med- 
itations which had their beginning in imprisonment in China. 


for the missionary minded $3.50 


GREEN LEAF IN DROUGHT-TIME 
By Isobel Kuhn. A stirring account of the escape of the last 
C.I.M. missionaries from Communist China. The story of 
God’s provision and deliverance. $2.50 
MISSIONARY LIFE AND WORK 

By Harold R. Cook. A valuable study of missionary prin- 
ciples and practices with special emphasis on more recent 
developments in the indigenous church. $5.00 


At Your Christian Bookstore 


MOODY PRESS . 






CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














“COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS! 





The Apostle Paul writes, 


“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pros 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will recelve 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvation 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
Income-tax savings are described in 


booklet SST9i. Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation. 
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| THE SALVATION ARMY | 
| 120 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 
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being declared right only when it stems 
from sincere affection. In regard to 
petting, the professor reminds young 
people that though God created the sex 
instinct, He also gave man a conscience 
to guard its use in accordance with His 
will. Check lists for engaged couples 
and those considering engagement are 
valuable. Marriages between those of 
different religious beliefs are shown to 
end only in sorrow. . Most Christian 
readers will regret that the author does 
not regard as wrong a moderate indul- 
gence in dancing, smoking, and drink- 
ing. P 

More Chalk Talks for the Amateur. 
By Lionel A. Hunt. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $1, paper.) “Today I’m 
going to take you on a trip to the land 
where Jesus: lived. Now—all aboard!” 
Thus Author Hunt begins a Bible story 
as he sketches rapidly a plane or ship, 
both of which appear on the first of 
these twenty-seven picture pages. The_ 
story list includes the Tower of Babel, 
Rahab, Korah, and Dathan and Abiram. 
The Conquest of Gideon, and others not 
used in his first book, “Chalk Talks for 
the Amateur.” Each picture, drawn 
with rough shading and a Grandma 
Moses perspective, is accompanied by 
an explanation of the colors used and 
by the story’s particular teaching and 
application. Mr. Hunt offers also a les- 
son on the use of illustrative charts for 
adults, finishing with a page of examples 
in miniature, all from the Gospel of 
John. 


For the Christian Home. By Mrs. 
Paul J. Knecht. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.50.) “Mother, let me help wash 
dishes,” begged a five-year-old boy. 
“Why do you want to learn?” inquired 
the mother. “So when I get big and get 
a divorce I won’t need a woman to take 
care of me.” With such attention- 
getters, Mrs. Knecht illustrates the 
moral decay among today’s young peo- 
ple, the resultant hasty marriages and 
ofttimes broken homes. In contrast, she 
pictures the truly Christian girl, then 
the obedient wife who begets in her 
children respect for. their father, and 


‘who complies lovingly with the com- 


mand, “Defraud ye not.” Martha and 
Doreas of the Bible are invited to add 
their word about the quality and quan- 
tity of home service, and some present- 
day mothers take a turn illustrating 
Bible methods of child training. Later, 
Mary is portrayed as choosing that good 
part of lifetime devotion to the person 
of Christ. Mothers are urged to remem- 
ber that children, if left to themselves, 
will bypass life’s crosses, insisting on 
only the sweet things, like the small boy 
who licked the sugar coating from all 
twenty-four pills in the medicine box. 
The book is for and about women, and 
its ideals are so beautifully presented 
that the tender sex of all ages will bet- 


‘ter understand our Lord’s detailed pat- 


tern for Christian living that is genuine. 


Sunday School Success. Unit VI. By 
Clarence H. Benson, Litt.D. Edited and 
revised by D. K. Reisinger. (Evangel- 
ical Teacher Training Assn., Wheaton, 
Iil., $1.25, paper.) Dr. Benson’s first 


i 
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textbook, “The Sunday School in Ac. 
tion,” has twice been revised and 
abridged for use in the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, and this 
further revision endeavors to give the 
material the most compact coverage 
possible. Attention is at once captured 
by the declaration that Christ’s ministry 
was primarily that of teaching, but that 
many preachers and nearly all parents 
fail to do this work. The author goes 
on then to organize the Sunday school, 
to list the qualifications of administra- 
tors, to lay out the work of teachers and 
lesser officers. A chapter on ““Conven- 
tions and Conferences” is borrowed from 
Dr. Clate A. Risley, and another, on 
“Sunday School Housing,” from Rey, 
Joseph Kimball—specialists both. High 
points are given as “Train Every 
Teacher,” “Win Every Pupil to Christ,” 
and “Establish Branch Sunday Schools” 
—this last being amplified to include 
preparation, housing, publicity, com- 
munity canvass and maps, recorded re- 
ports, and enlistment of new pupils. 
Teacher’s study courses are outlined 
along with the advantages of doing such 
study under the ETTA. A curriculum 
chart compares schools that are uniform, 
departmentally graded, and _ closely 
graded. Most challenging of all is the 
chapter on “Evangelism With a Purpose,” 
which throws this responsibility on 
pastor and parent as well as teacher. A 
questionnaire follows each topic. 


Design for Christian Marriage. By 
Dwight Hervey Small. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.50.) “It 
has been noted that people would not 
get divorced for such trivial reasons if 
they did not get married for such trivial 
reasons. .: . The task tackled in this 
book is to set forth the Biblical basis 
for love and marriage, and thus to pro- 
vide a suggested foundation upon: which 
to pray and to work out a creative 
Christian marriage” (from the fore- 
word). Combining personal experience, 
psychology, Scripture, and common 
sense, Author Small, pastor of the War- 
ren Park Presbyterian Church of Cicero, 
Ill, has produced, in 221 heart- and 
mind-stirring pages, one of the most 
usable marriage handbooks available to- 
day. Pastors, youth counselors, and 
perplexed young people have _ long 
sought such an enlightening and sensible 
treatment, fully abreast of modern so- 
cial science. “Design for Christian -Mar- 
riage” is actually two separate books: 
“Concepts of Christian Marriage” (Part 
I), and “Problems of Christian Court- 
ship” (Part II).' In Part I, marriage 
is set forth in its full Biblical and social 
significance. Here is practical informa- 
tion and advice on marital conflict, mar- 
ital sex, the true meaning of love, 
and family planning. The chapter on 
personal intimacy is particularly rich. 
Part II discusses problems of Christian 
courtship: infatuation, dating, petting, 
and engagement. In closing, the au- 
thor presents an examination of bore- 
dom and its cure, and directs an appeal 
to the reader to surrender his life fully 
to God. The chapter on petting is es- 
pecially relevant, and deserves careful 
examination and discussion. On racial 
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intermarriage he states, “The biggest 
barrier’ is not color, but the culture 
which color represents. In the minds 
of the majority this is too great a 
barrier to hurdle.” On dating he says, 
‘J am afraid few fellows have ever 
thought of the Christian ministry of 
dating.” 


An Ordered Life. By G. H. Lang. 
(Paternoster Press, 11 Great James St., 
Bedford Row, London, W.C. 1; 15/.) Mr. 
Lang wrote this absorbing and inspir- 
ing autobiography when he was in his 
eighties. “Heeding the call of Moses 
(Deut. 8:2),” he says, “I have sought to 
remember all the way that Jehovah my 
God has led me these twice forty years.” 
He was born November 20, 1874 in a 
London suburb and died October 20, 
1958. Like Apollos, he was “an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the scriptures,” a 
leader among the Open Brethren in 
England. He was greatly used of God 
in the British Isles and traveled ex- 
tensively in many other’ countries, 
preaching the Gospel and strengthen- 
ing believers!) He was also a well- 
known writer, and a list of his books, 
pamphlets, and articles covers nearly 
three pages in this volume. The point 
of the title is that he went from place 
to place in England and traveled to 
other countries only at the guidance of 
the Lord, and he gives many very strik- 
ing examples of God’s leading. 

The author had strong ideas on many 


.subjects and was skillful in defending 


them. .-He believed that the best Eng- 
lish version of the Bible is the English 
Revised Version (not the King James 
Version). He had great faith in, homeop- 
athy and gives instances of healing by 
the use of its remedies. He was not at 
all in favor of denominations or youth 
organizations. He was opposed to mili- 
tary service for the Christian and had 
a helpful ministry among conscientious 
objectors, even those who were in 
prison. If he could help it he would 
not travel on Sunday. Here are samples 
of his sayings: 

“God seldom requires us to break 
through obstacles. He uses them for our 
discipline of spirit and Himself clears 
them away when they have served His 
ends. — To recall visits to her [a mother 
with tuberculosis] reminds me of Spur- 
geon’s words to ministers to the 
following effect: Brethren, be much 
at deathbeds. The dying hear won- 
drous things kept from other ears. The 
everlasting fountains cast aloft their 
golden showers and the spray falls this 
Side of the narrow stream! — It is 
neither dutiful nor wise to throw off a 
burden which He has imposed. It is 
healthful to the soul to learn to know 
God in the course of His orderings for 
us, especially in those which are pain- 
ful. — If faith is to grow it must be 
treated by trial; if it is to grow ex- 
ceedingly it must be tested exceed- 
ingly. — In every inter-church organiza- 
tion there is a powerful tendency to 
cause the heart to feel it belongs to that 
large outer organization rather than to 
the local church. — I was not yet suf- 
ficiently versed in the matter of divine 
guidance, either from Scripture or ex- 
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perience, and had yet to learn caution 
in accepting coincidences as being by 
themselves the leading of God. — That 
was answer enough for that day and I 
returned to the hostel. I could have 
gone the next day (Thursday) but it 
would have involved travelling on the 
Lord’s day, which I had long ceased to 
do. We have to work in faith as much 
as to walk by faith.” 


Here are samples of Mr. Lang’s sense, 


of humor: “In a small yard behind a 
house [Indonesia] I was gravely shown 
a wondrous sight—the two large anchors 
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with which Noah fastened the ark!” 
Someone criticized the fine furnishings 
in a rest home in Switzerland provided 


‘by a wealthy American woman for 


Christian workers from Egypt. “Why 
did missionaries need such indulgences? 
But she worsted him with the argument 
that when God made the garden ugly 
she would make the house ugly! Yet in 
Egypt her own quarters were plain and 
unadorned.” 

Mr. Lang also had great gifts as a 
soul-winner and defender of _ the 
Scriptures. Many examples are given 
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in this book and they will be.of help to 
other. Christian workers. The author 
is careful throughout to give all the 
glory to God. He has a word of caution 
from his own experience to those who 
are in danger of overworking; and by 
his sanctified care he was enabled to 
continue until he was nearly eighty- 
five. 

This is a delightful book. It contains 
valuable expositions; advice for those 
in business; sound counsel for leaders of 
assemblies; and interesting travel and 
missionary notes on England, Scotland, 
Europe, and the Near East. 


By Pacific Waters. By Yetive H. Dean. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.) 'The problems, opportu- 
nities, and experiences of young people 
today are portrayed in lively fashion in 
this story. Vergene Howell, an attrac- 
tive girl from the Middle West, finds 
herself in new surroundings on the 
Pacific coast. ‘She is happily received 
in the home of an uncle. Trouble arises 
with her aunt when Vergene, on the 
ground that she is a Christian, refuses to 
take dancing lessons. One of the results 
of her stand is her uncle’s taking a 
frank position as a Christian. Vergene 
finds herself happily mingling’in two 
entirely different circles of young peo- 
ple. The book is full of young life and 
its problems, but the strongest note 
throughout is clearly Christian. 


Woman to Woman. By Eugenia Price. 


(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 


6, Mich., $2.95.) The author of this book 
holds a unique place in the literary 
world—the confidante of literally hun- 
dreds of women of almost every walk 
and station in life. On one occasion she 
numbered among her correspondents 
more than two hundred men and 
women who testified that their lives 
had been at times either twisted or had 
been blessed by the influence of some 
woman. But making the power of 
Christ known to hungry hearts and 
needy lives is her predominant minis- 
try. She points out the difference 
Christ makes in both the conscious and 
subconscious mind, and how and why 
there is a lack of peace and poise in so 
many lives. With sympathetic touch 
she lovingly shows the blessing of know- 
ing Christ, and how one may have a 
Christ-controlled personality. It is not 
a matter of theorf. Happily chosen il- 
lustrations from real life are included 
and brightened at times: with a delight- 
ful touch of humor. Almost every as- 
pect of life is touched upon, as it per- 
tains to the home, marriage, friendships, 
children, and the like. 


Sea Venture. By Willoughby Patton. 
(Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., New 
York 18; $2.95.) This thrilling story re- 
veals some of the hardships of Amer- 
ica’s- early settlers. On June 2, 1609, 
Sea Venture, with an English admiral 
on board and accompanied by seven 
smaller ships, set out for Jamestown, 
Va. The hero of the story is Michael, 
only eleven, but bright, friendly, and 
helpful. His one living relative, stern 
old Uncle Enoch,: is determined that 
Michael should be a tanner like himself, 
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whereas the boy longs to be a ship- 
wright as was his father. A terrific hur- 
ricane struck the little group of ships, 
Sea Venture sprang a leak, and chests of 
valuable clothing belonging to the 150 
persons had to be thrown overboard. 
For days and nights they fought for 
their lives, and finally the ship broke on 
a rocky shore and they found them- 
Selves in a strange, wild country. As 
they endeavored to build a boat, young 
Michael showed himself so useful that 
he was delegated one of the regular 
ship’s workers and was commended by 
the admiral, to his great delight. When 
they all got safely on the shore, good 
Parson Bucke tied the ship’s bell up in 
a big cedar tree, and rang it long, and 
the people came running. They bowed 
their heads _ reverently as the parson 
prayed and thanked God for His great 
Mercy in delivering them all from the 
storm. 








Ripening Fruit. A History of the 
Bolivian Indian Mission. By Margarita 
Allan Hudspith. (Obtainable from the 
Bolivian Indian Mission, 508 Central 
Ave., Plainfield, N. J., $1.50.) In 1957, 
the Bolivian Indian Mission celebrated 
its jubilee and part of that celebration 
was Mrs. Hudspith’s careful record of 
the work’s origin, development, and out- 
Teach. The pioneers, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Allan, Messrs. Ernest Haycock, 
and Charles Wilson, all of New Zealand, 
lived first in Argentina until God should 








lead in an exploration of their chosen 
Country. In this they were joined 
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by Mr. Andrew Milne of the American 
Bible Society. These selected for the 
mission headquarters the river town of 
San Pedro. Reinforcements were settled 
in Oruro and a medical missionary also 
was welcomed. Then it was time to 
begin the translation of the New Testa- 
ment into Quechua, a task which was 
completed in 1920. Meanwhile new 
missionary arrivals meant further 
branching out. Churches were built, 
day schools established, colportage min- 
istries continued, and a large leper 
colony made to flourish. Gradually, de- 
spite Pauline perils and persecutions, 
souls were gathered in from mountain 
and plain, and, as the many fine photo- 
graphic reproductions reveal, the years 
of toil and travail have resulted in 
blessed fruitage. The chronicle closes 
with the account of several conversions 
—a Jewess, a Franciscan monk, a priest, 
a Spanish professor, and a _ Bolivian 
Jesuit having been chosen to give their 
testimonies. Mrs. Hudspith is a daugh- 
ter of one of the mission’s founders, 
George Allan. 


Evangelism in the Sunday School. By 
Elmer Kettner. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; 60 cents, paper.) Three 
aims are behind Editor Kettner’s con- 
cise little text—to awaken desire for 
winning others to the Lord; to point 
out what opportunities now exist; and 
to teach the best methods for this great 
work. After giving several definitions 
of evangelism, he shows the Bible teach- 
ing regarding it, then offers four rea- 
sons for an extensive study of the same. 
Chapter two considers the Christian 
teacher as God’s evangel in what he is, 
says, and does, and then goes on to de- 
tail pre-class discussions, Christ-related 
sessions, and some of the disciplinary 
problems that. may occur. Several 
evangelism methods are taught—invita- 
tion, conversation, and the use of tracts 
and Scripture portions, including the 
Wordless Book, each backed by a real 
life illustration. A chapter on “Training 
the Pupil To Witness,” new perhaps to 
some readers, describes how a school 
may be organized for evangelism in 
every one of its departments. It also 
challenges teacher and class to bring 
back absentees and to help them de- 
velop constancy in faith. Review 
questions are included. 


The Upright Love. By Plyllis Spe- 
shock. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) Broad-brimmed 
hats; beards; hook and eyes on coats; 
bonnets and plain dresses; horses and 
buggies; no electricity—these are the 
marks of an Amishman and his fam- 
ily. To this group came young Dan- 
iel Andrews to teach in one of their 
parochial schools. Daniel had been 
reared in a city orphanage, and he was 
able to appreciate thoroughly the: fam- 
ily life that he enjoyed while living 
with the Kings. He found this Amish 
family’s religious beliefs -to his liking, 
and daughter Elizabeth fascinating and 
elusive. But when he talked of mar- 


‘ riage to her, he discovered a barrier 


between them, erected by centuries of 
custom and determination. The author 
strikes piercingly at the heart of Amish 
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field of service among the Jews—as wide as 
the Jewish dispersion among the nations, as 
deep as their spiritual and physical distress. 
Our Saviour has appointed us to the giving of 
the Gospel to these multitudes, the care for 
the hungry, the destitute, the widows, and the 
orphans. 


® To face these people daily as 
we do is an experience which cannot be lightly 
dismissed or forgotten. The emaciated and 
undernourished children are a special burden 
upon our hearts. We have seen the mothers 
and fathers sick with anxiety because they can- 
“not provide their children’s needs. It makes us 
feel guilty that we have been favored with so 
much, when they have so little. 


© There is an even deeper need. 
We have witnessed the agony of soul of many 
in search of God’s presence, His forgiveness, 
and His love. Only Christ, the Bread of Life, 
can assuage their hunger. 


® From India, Israel, Europe, 
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® At this holiday season as we 
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us, let us remember. with love these brethren 
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thankful help is urgently needed. His “Well 
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custom, pointing out its bondage, and, 
at the same time, hints that the same 


basic fault may be found in other | 


groups. A sixty-eight page argument 
between Daniel and his old city friend 
Ann may prove boring to some, but 
helpful to those who seek an answer to 
the problems discussed. In this volume 
the reader will find not only a story 
absorbing and poignant but also a 
wealth of information about the “plain 
people.” 

I Found God in Soviet Russia. By 
John Noble and Glenn D. Everett. (St. 
Martin’s Press, 175 Fifth Ave., New 
York 10; $2.95:) John Noble’s account 
of the ten-year imprisonment that he 
and his father shared behind the Iron 
Curtain provides exciting redding, but is 
not for the squeamish. The horrors of 
concentration camp life are an unusual 
setting for a conversion story. Despite 
unspeakable cruelty and privation, the 
Nobles survived to find Christ, witness 
to their fellow prisoners, and eventually 
to win their freedom. These two Amer- 
icans have returned to their homeland 
to tell this story of courage—a dra- 
matic tale of those’ who today remain 
loyal to the Saviour in the face of 
atheistic tyranny. 

The Inner Chamber and the Inner 
Life. By Andrew Murray, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) Here are thirty-six short 
meditations—four or five pages each— 
on the morning watch, and the early 
morning quiet time for Bible study 
and prayer. The object of it is “to se- 
cure the presence of Christ for the 
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whole day.” ‘Dr. Murray stresses the 


need for getting into vital touch with 
God. “You are in danger of substitut- 
ing Prayer and Bible Study for living 
fellowship with God.” He says also, 
“The spirit of the inner chamber must 
be carried out into a holy watchfulness 
throughout the day.” Three chapters 
draw lessons from Moses on _ prayer 
and the use of the Word. Others are 
found in the life of the Lord Jesus and 
of Elijah. Dr. Murray’s gift for teach- 


ing simply the truths of the deeper: 


life are seen throughout this devotional 
book. “Prayer and the Word have 
one common center—God,” he writes, 
“Prayer seeks God: the Word reveals 
God. In prayer man asks God: in the 
Word God answers man. In «prayer 
man rises to Heaven to dwell with 
God: in the Word God comes to dwell 
with man. In prayer man gives him- 
self to God: in the Word God gives Him- 
self to man.” The writer emphasizes 
strongly the need for doing the will of 
God after studying His Word. He makes 
an interesting comment on the two 
trees in Eden, the tree of life and the 
tree of knowledge. “And since that 
day man has ever sought his religion 
more in knowledge than in life. It is 
only life, experience, possession, of God 
and His goodness that give true knowl- 
edge.” He pleads “that the meek and 
lowly heart be made the first consider- 
ation in Bible study.” There are three 
chapters on “The Daily. Renewal,” its 
power, pattern, and cost. This selection 
of deeply spiritual meditations will 
stimulate the reader to want to have 
his morning watch regularly and teach 
him how to get the most blessing from 


Men Spake From God. By H. L. 
Ellison. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) This Eng- 
lish writer continues to turn out fas- 
cinating little works on the Scriptures. 
His readers seem always to be sure 
that he will follow his own independ- 
ent course, though he gives attention 
to the writings of others; that in a 
brief compass he will give a penetrat- 
ing analysis of a Scripture text; that 
he is a premillennialist who can still 
interpret some Old Testament passages 
symbolically. When he approaches the 
prophets, Ellison treats questions of au- 
thorship, date, and composition with 
some reserve. 
but no one could accuse him of being 
monolithic in his defense of the Scrip- 
tures. He gives a brief outline of each 
of the prophets and then discusses some 
of the problems in interpretation. Of 
particular interest is Ellison’s sugges- 
tion that since all prediction is con- 
ditional, save where God takes an oath 
as to its fulfillment, we may not always 
be able to pinpoint its fulfillment. This 
principle is applied in several knotty 
passages and makes for. thought-pro- 
voking discussion. A_ helpful bibli- 
ography, and two indices add to the 
value of the volume. 

From Tragedy to Triumph. By H. 
L. Ellison. (Wm. B. .Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) This 
exposition of Job is a rare combination 


He is a_ conservative, - 
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of the scholarly, the practical, and the 
artistic. The problems in the interpre- 
tation are faced with objectivity, and 
though Ellison does not always follow 
the usual conservative approach, his 
conclusions are intended to buttress the 
integrity of the Scriptures. Further, 
Job and his “friends” are not merely 
men who once lived; they become, in 
the author’s hands, men who come to 
your church, men who liven your com- 
munity. Their virtues as well as their 
faults stand out, and we are made to 
understand why God, in rejecting their 
“theology,” yet ordered Job to pray 
for their persons. There are many 


questions left unanswered—Ellison has” 


expounded the Book of Job in 127 
pages! Nevertheless, within these lim- 
itt he has done an admirable work. 


The Unity and Disunity of the 
Church. By G. W. Bromiley, Ph.D., 
D.Litt. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 


Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50, board.) 
Arguing that “it cannot be denied that 
real disunity, even for what seems -to 
be the best of reasons, is a definite evil 
in the church,” Bromiley sets forth some 
practical considerations and suggestions 
in this realm. He cites various exam- 
ples of a basic sense of unity, yet re- 
minds us that “it is because there is no 
sinless perfection of the church that 
disunity arises.” Important advantages 
and disadvantages of the movements 
emphasizing organizational unity or in- 
visible unity are discussed, showing 
that these efforts to solve the challenge 
of disunity are inadequate in themselves. 


‘The primary bases of Christian unity 


are then considered along with prac- 
ticable plans for recognition and study 
of differences. A six-point program for 
a united church is outlined. Unfortu- 
nately, the writer seems almost bliss- 
fully unaware of the apostasy that. has 
swept many churches and caused rup- 
tures in organizational unity. And 
Bible-believing Christians will readily 
disagree with his proposal that “it is 
perhaps going a little too far to make 
acceptance of the Bible an absolute 
standard of unity or communion.” 


Collectivism in the Churches. By 
Edgar C. Bundy. (Church League of 
America, Wheaton, IIl., $5.) The sub- 


title, “A documented account of the 
political activities of the Federal, Na- 
tional, and World Councils of Churches,” 
gives an accurate description of this 
valuable book. It is a history of the 
ecumenical movement from the time of 
its first organization, and the material 
is gleaned, not from the enemies of thé 
movement, but from official and semi- 
official sources in the movement itself. 
The story the author has to tell is a 
Sorry one, but it needs to be told. He 


_ Charges the councils with connivance 


with socialism and Communism, but 
he also questions the right of the church 
to engage in political activity of any 
kind. Many Conservatives will not fol- 
low him here, since there seems to be 
a proper activity in presenting the truth 
to agencies of the state. Mr. Bundy 
writes with the vigor of a reformer, and 
the history, far from being dull and 
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impractical, is replete with good ap- 
plications of its lessons. Readers al- 
ready committed to the ecumenical 
movement may find this method of 
presentation somewhat irritating, but 
they cannot gainsay the facts. 


Beyond Conformity. By W. Curry 
Mavis, M.Th., Ph.D. (Light and Life 
Press, Winona Lake, Ind:, $2.75.) Mod- 
ern evangelicals, says the author, are 
in danger of succumbing to “culture 
Christianity.” By the latter term, he 
means a compromise on the part of 
the church with the world of our day 
so that the world in effect controls the 
church. He urges evangelicals to know 
what evangelicalism is, namely, “the 
religious movement that emphasizes the 
need for spiritual rebirth in the ex- 
perience of conversion, which comes 
about as a creative act of God in )re- 
sponse to a deeply meaningful repent- 
ance and a living faith in Christ.” The 
book makes for sobering reading. As 
he presses his charge, the author does 
not fall into pitfalls that are lurking 
in his path. Although he quotes fre- 
quently from Liberals, he never agrees 
with Liberalism; although he criticizes 
the orthodox, he never, dissents from 
orthodoxy. His concluding chapter on 
“Evangelical Co-operation and Union” 
is full of sound advice, although one is 
faced not so much with the duty of 
union as with its values. 


The Glorious Body of Christ. By 
R. B. Kuiper. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.95.) In 
fifty-three brief, but fact-filled chap- 
ters, .Professor Kuiper outlines the 
teachings of the Scriptures on the 
Church. He writes from the standpoint 
of a reformed theologian, quoting fre- 
quently (in addition to the Bible) from 
the’ Westminster standards and the 
Heidelberg Catechism. His opponents 
are Romanists and Liberals, but he also 
states his position within the -Protes- 
tant churches. Thus he teaches that 
the Church existed in the Old Testa- 
ment, has the commandment to baptize 
infants, and is ruled by elders. He 
has a salutary emphasis on the evan- 
gelistic and educational ministries of 
the Church. Although writing from 
real conviction, he discusses opposite 
viewpoints sympathetically. In one in- 
stance, however, he classes “modern 
dispensationalism,” along with “world- 
liness” and “doctrinal indifference,” as 
the causes for the Church’s loss of glory 
today. The classification is unfortunate, 
and, coming as it does early in the 
book, it will lessen the book’s useful- 
ness in the hands of those who feel 
that the charge is unfair. On the other 
hand, those who will overlook this re- 
mark will find that a real mine of in- 
formation and instruction is available, 
as one of the elder statesmen of the 
modern Church leads them through the 
doctrine‘of the Church. 


Calvary Covers It All. By Frank 
Jennings. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.) Written out of 
the conviction that “the greatest, most 
valuable and urgent task éf the Chris- 
tian minister is to introduce men and 
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer 


The incarnation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His birth of a virgin is 
a basic truth of our Christian faith. 
God became man. This is not 
merely a phase in time, but the 
sublimest fact of eternity because 
only through human birth and 
normal development could Jesus be- 
come our eternal High Priest, our 
Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47, 48 sets forth God’s 
tule of redemption. The Israelite 
who had sold himself into slavery 
could be redeemed only by one of 
his brethren. The redeemer must 
be a kinsman! Here we have one 
of the reasons for the incarnation. 
It follows that God must become 
man in order to be our Kinsman- 
Redeemer. 


God became our Kinsman. As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the “Kinsman” who came to_be our 
Redeemer. How we rejoice in this 
truth! But our rejoicing is tempered 
with sadness as we think of our 
kinsmen according to the-flesh who 
do not know of Him who came to 
save His people from their sins. 


Your prayers and gifts will help us 
more fully to be ministers of His 
saving grace in bringing the Gospel 
of redemption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us in 


the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. . 


American Board of Missions ———— 
to the Jews, Inc. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: ‘ 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


and 


I do want to help spread the knowled, r 
ere is 


work of our Kinsman-Redeemer. 


. _.... Use it as God directs to make 
known to Israel the saving power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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women to Jesus Christ” (p. 9), Mr. 
Jennings here relates a series of true- 
life stories of people from various strata 
of society who have met the Saviour 
face to face, and have become new 
creatures in Him. These people have 
nothing in common except their des- 








Readers of the Times are constantly 
profiting by the regular reading of its 
advertising columns. Are you using this 
source of information? 
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“A land of darkness .. . and of 
the shadow of death . . . and 
where the light is as darkness.” 


“If therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness.” . 


325 N. Thirteenth Street 





Bearing their own crosses in a show of humil- 
ity, many in bare feet, over miles of cobble- 
stones, rich and poor alike parade on holy 
days to endeavor to obtain that which is freely 
given through Christ. 
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Has been taking THE LIGHT to this needy 
people for over 40 years. Write to the 
Secretary for information and literature. 
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perate need, and the demonstration of 
the power of Jesus Christ to meet that 
need. The author is a good storyteller, 
His characters live, and the reader soon 
finds himself personally involved ip 
their precarious situations. Mr. Jen. 
nings looks upon the recounting of their 
life stories as “an extension of my evan- 
gelism.” The book is just that—an ef. 
fective presentation, in narrative form, 
of the saving power of Jesus Christ, 
As such, it may well be used of the 
Lord to reach many who would not 
listen to an evangelistic sermon, and 
who are not likely to read the ordi- 
nary Gospel tract. The book ‘therefore 


“can be recommended to Christians for 


the strengthening of their own faith, 
and for distribution to those who are 
in need of the Gospel’s saving power, 


An Exposition of John Seventeen, 
Sermons on the High-Priestly Prayer 
of Our Lord. By Thomas Manton. (The 
Sovereign Grace Book Club, Evansville 
13, Ind., $5.95.) It is well at times to 
hear a voice from the past, especially 
when that voice comes from the strug- 
gles of the Puritans of three hundred 
years ago. Thomas Manton was a non- 
conformist. He was one of the three 
scribes of the Westminster Assembly. 
This is of great interest as the writings 
of this assembly are still the basis of 
the creedal statements of the Presby- 
terian churches. This author knew 
what persecution meant for he was ar- 
rested and kept in prison for six months. 
Those who love God’s Word are thrilled 
to know what these stalwart Christians 
really believed. Perhaps it is because, 
there is so little searching of the Word 
today that Christ would say, “Thou 
hast a name that thou livest, and art 
dead.” To what better portion of the 
Word could a faithful messenger turn 
than the high-priestly prayer of our 
Lord? These sermons are not the 
stringing together of a lot of emotional, 
stories, but they are the comparing of 
one Scripture with another from Gen- 
esis to Revelation. It must be admitted 
that they are not easy reading, for they 
lack windows, if illustrations are win- 
dows. Those who love the truth, how- 
ever, will find here the meat of the 
Word. If you wish to know the Puri- 
tan teaching of the deity of Christ, 
the one way of salvation, the inspi- 
ration of the Word, in fact all of, the 
important doctrines, you will find them 
ably discussed here. It is well that the 
Sovereign Grace Book Club is throw- 
ing open widely in our day the stores 
of Puritan exposition. 


Speaking in Public. By Arthur Ste- 
vens Phelps. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich. $3.50.) The present 
volume represents a new edition of 4 
work that has long since proved to be 
of great practical value to the student 
who would become proficient in public 
speaking. Every aspect of the subject 
is treated in an informative and in 
teresting manner. The importance of 
effective public \speaking and its place 
in modern life; the speaker himself 
and his relation to his audiencé; audi- 
ences and their ways; the voice, mal: 
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ner, and mannerisms; diction; subjects; 
the use of illustration; varieties of 
speeches or messages are among the 
items discussed. The book is not long, 
but it is full and comprehensive, with- 
‘out padding, every line and paragraph 
saying something significant. The au- 


‘thor quotes well-known speakers and 


writers frequently and uses illustrations 
freely. The style of writing is fast- 
paced and refreshing, easy to read. 
Whether he be novice or veteran, the 
knowledge and application of the prin- 
ciples set forth will enhance any 
speaker’s effectiveness in this “art of all 
arts,” as Henry Clay called speaking in 
public. 


Lectures on the Books of Judges and 
Ruth. By Samuel Ridout. (Loizeaux 
Bros., Inc., New York 10; $3.50.) Fifty- 
eight years after its first appearance, 
this book of practical exposition is re- 
published for a new generation of be- 
lievers. The author, who has been 
known in Plymouth Brethren circles 
for many years, has studied with great 
care these two historical books of the 
Bible, seeking in them that which will 
warm and edify the Church of Christ 
in'the present day. His method is to 
examine the record of God’s people in 
the olden days in the light of the New 
Testament revelation, and he sees in 
many of the historical events of the 
nation of Israel a beautiful illustration 
of the teachings of the Gospels and the 
Epistles. Ridout says that the. basic 
theme of the Book of Judges is “stand- 
ing still instead of going forward,” and 
he observes that “failure to make prog- 
ress is the root of all the failure and 
departure from God of His people” 
(p. 13). He then traces this failure in 
the history of the Israelites, and finds 
therein much that is applicable and 
helpful for our times. The reader will 
be frequently impressed by the au- 
thor’s warmth of heart, by his spiritual 
perception, and by his great love for 
the Church of Christ. 

At the same time, some of Ridout’s 
observations will seem curious and far- 
fetched to many evangelical readers. 
In his endeavor to find types in almost 
every incident, he sometimes goes be- 
yond what many Biblical scholars 
would consider sound principles of in- 
terpretation. If Scripture uses the 
phrase, “the north country,” Ridout im- 
mediately philosophizes that that area 
is the part which is turned away from 
the sun, which in turn suggests absence 
of light. From this point, he draws a 
lesson that is certainly sound, but for 
which there is surely better basis than 
this particular phrase provides. In deal- 
ing with Jael, he suggests that her 
Name means “climbing,” and then ob- 
Serves, “Thus we may say that Jael 
has learned to climb, she has learned 
her way upward, she has learned, if I 
May so say, that, if.she is risen with 
Christ she is to seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God” (p. 90). Surely 
the truth of Colossians 3 can be taught 
More effectively than by establishing 
such a far-fetched allusion as this! And 
these are not isolated instances; un- 
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HR Armed only with the Word of God, PTL 
evangelists have invaded Moslem territory in 
Africa. As recently as a decade ago, who would 
have dared to imagine that American missionaries 
could enter Moslem schools and tell students 
about Christ, stand in public squares and pro- 
claim that there is only one God—andiHis name 
is not Allah, but Jesus Christ! 

We praise God for the marvelous opportunities 
the PTL Teams are having to reach such people 
for Christ. 

Your help is urgently needed now if this vital 
ministry is to continue. 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
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fortunately they are characteristic of 
much of Ridout’s teaching. The effec. 
tiveness of his ministry will be limited 
for many by this strange approach to 
Scripture. 


we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





ae A Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 14 to 20 


Tdon.—Acts 11:19-26. 
A World-Minded Church, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The hand of 
the Lord was with them: and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the 
Lord.” All who know that the blood of 
Christ was shed for the whole world 
should certainly have enough interest in 
world-wide missions to pray,for them. 
We Christians of this generation are 
responsible to get the Gospel to every 
person we can possibly reach for Christ 
in this generation. If you repeat the 
Lord’s Prayer, immediately your first 
petitions have to do with the interests 
of the Kingdom of God. Gospel proc- 
lamation becomes, therefore, our im- 
mediate and primary business. You 
may not be able to go, but you can 
pray and give for the carrying out of 
the Lord’s great commission. Success 
will be rare where there is little prayer. 
Pray for American Messianic Fellow- 
ship, Chicago. ‘ 
Tues.—John 3:16-21. A World Saviour. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved.” Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is “the Saviour of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe” (1 Tim. 4: 
10). He is “not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance”: (2 Pet. 3:9). If you believe 
and know Christ has saved you, stop 
and think for a few moments of that 
one word “perish” right in the middle 
of John 3:16. If that really does dawn 
upon your consciousness, you will never 
be able to rest until.you do something 
for the salvation of the heathen. Pray 
for American -Mission to Greeks, Inc. 
New York.. 


Wed.—Ephesians 3:1-11. A World Gospel. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; and to make all men 
see what is the fellowship of the mys- 
tery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ.” 
Christ died for all, and, the Gospel of 
Christ is for all. The early church had 
to learn the hard way that the Gospel 
was meant for everybody. (See Acts 
8:1-4.) It may take a very unhappy ' 
experience to shock some of us out of 
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our complacency. Great indifference to 
the world-wide interests of the King- 
dom of God is apparent. The day of 
accounts will deal with our sins of 
omission as well as our sins of com- 
mission. “Inasmuch as ye did it not” 
will be a feature of our final examina- 
tion by our Lord. Pray for American 
Scripture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Romans 8:16-25. 
The World’s Hope. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The whole cre- 
ation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now.” The state of sin 
and vanity due to man’s Fall is woeful 
indeed at present, and without the sal- 
vation of God in Christ Jesus, it must 
be so forever. But through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus, we 
have hope of great and glorious de- 
liverance from all the consequences of 
the Fall. Hope of the ultimate com- 
pletion of the restoration of all things 
by Christ is a saving factor in . the 
midst of this sorrowful, groaning life 
in the present prodigal world. We are 
Saved by hope; that is, hope of deliv- 
erance from the bondage of corruption 
(to the reality of decay), awaiting the 
time when this corruption shall put on 
incorruption—“the glorious liberty of 
the children of God” (v. 21). What a 
blessed hope is this for all who have 
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been saved by grace! Pray for Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York. 


Fri—Psalm 96. The Universal God. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Say among the 
heathen [nations] that the Lord reign- 
eth.” There is only one true God. Many 
have chosen strange gods, but all the 
gods that have not made thé heavens 
and the earth shall perish from under 
these heavens. Many false deities have 
already been buried in the previous 
ages. Where are the gods of Egypt or 
the other great nations, such as Rome 
and Greece? 
and shall reign forever and ever. Let 
all who know the Lord honor, glorify, 
and serve Him with greater love and 
devotion than ever. Read His Word 
more; pray more; obey Hirth more; be 
thankful and bless His name. Pray 
for Berean Mission, Inc., St. Louis. 


Sat.—Luke 2:8-14. Joy to the World. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” Thus the 
angel announced the advent of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the hope of the world. 
Joy exceeding and full of glory comes 
with the realization of forgiveness of 


The Lord alone reigneth . 
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sins and acceptance of the Lord Jesus . 
as the “Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” What 
blessed news is salvation to all con- 
demned by the Law to eternal woe, for 
hatred of God, and violation of His 
righteous law! This testimony is: He 
“loved me, and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). The gratitude of such 
souls is best stated in Revelation 1:5. 
Pray for Children’s Gospel Hour, Inc, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Sun.—Isaiah 9:2-7. The Prince of Peace. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “His name shall 
be called . . . The Prince of Peace... .” 
Our Lord has many gloriously and ever- 
lastingly deserved titles. “Prince of 
Peace” is one of them. This title is 
best remembered by men and women 
of the world. They long for peace in 
this war-torn world, but often blame 
Him for not preventing wars. This 
title reminds the believer of the -Lord’s 
ministry of reconciliation and of the 
coming Kingdom of righteousness and 
peace He is to establish on earth where 
His atoning blood was shed. Have you 
peace with God? Do you also long for 
the coming Kingdom of righteousness 
and peace? Pray for Best Seller Pub- 
licity, Chicago. 
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BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO HEBREW CHRISTIANS 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Hebrew Christians in Palestine and in Europe urgently need your 
prayers and help during this Christmas season. Believing Jews suffer 
the reproach of Christ and look to us to help them in their distress. 
“As soon as I confessed Christ as my Messiah and Saviour my family 
disowned me and persetution followed,” said one Hebrew Christian. 


Writing from Palestine, another Hebrew Christian said, “My wife 
and I came to Israel two years ago. We try to bring the salvation 
of our true Messiah to all who will hear us. For this we are endur- 
ing hardship, persecution, and social boycott. We are both under- 
nourished. Our abode consists of a small, one-room wooden hut. 
Please send us essential and sustaining food.” 3 


Please help us alleviate the misery and distress of our Lord’s breth- 
ren. Help us to shepherd Hebrew Christians and sustain their wit- 
ness for Christ in Israel and other countries. Gifts are especially 





“needed to sustain the little ones in our Children’s Home, and the elderly in Homes for 


the Aged. Please send your Christmas offering soon, remembering the words of our Lord, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, B.D., Ph.B., Secretary 
Canada 


91-T Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ont. 


U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 
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04884x—$14.95 

Levant grain Calf, half circuit, 

imitation leather lined. 

256-page Concordance. 
02227x—$10.75 100,000 center-column chain 04434x—$10.95 

: . references, New Long Primer The words of Christ 

Marrakesh Persian Morocco, type, self-pronouncing. are printed in red. 
half circuit, leather lined. 5% x 85%, less than 1” thick. Morocco grain Calf, 
Concordance. 64 pages half circuit, imita- 
Concise Helps. Jasper type, tion leather lined, 
self-pronouncing, 256-page Con- 


cordance. 100,000 
center-column chain 
references, Brevier 
type, self-pronoune 
ing. 5x7%, 
only %” thick. 


center-column references. 
BLACK OF RED. 
5x 7%, 

only 1349” thick. 











This Christmas 
give the finest — 
C KING ‘Gibles 
Highest quality 
at astonishingly 
low prices 
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The most widely known “ 
reference Bible in the English language 


Scofield REFERENCE BIBLE 


Available in two convenient sizes: 

HANDY SIZE: 4% x 7146 x %” thick 

133x French Morocco, half circuit, round corners, red under gold edges. 
Concordance. $14.00 

LARGE SIZE: 5% x 8% x %" thick 

187x Morocco, hand grained, half circuit, leather lined. Concordance. BLACK, 
red under gold edges. BLUE, BROWN, GREEN, MAROON, RED, gold edges. $25.00 

Also available in many other styles and prices from $3.75 to $35.00 
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